Leader’s Guide

Acts 14
Optional: What did you like about the sermon?  What stood out to you and why?

If you had the chance to do your homework, please take it out. How did it go for you?

1. Acts 14:1-7.

What was the role of the miraculous signs and wonders?  In Acts 14, what did these signs and wonders bring about?  Use v1-20 to formulate your answer and jot down your observations. 

Did you notice anything interesting about the role of signs and wonders in 14:1-7?
According to v3, the role of the signs and wonders was to confirm the message of God’s grace that Paul and Barnabus were proclaiming.  Interestingly, despite the signs, the text does not indicate that anyone came to faith because of them. Instead they became a dividing point for the crowd (v4).  According to v1, a great number of Jews and Gentiles believed because Paul and Barnabus spoke so effectively, not necessarily because of signs and wonders.  

Are signs and wonders alone sufficient for turning people to faith? 
In Acts 14.11-15, signs and wonders alone were not sufficient for turning people to faith.  Even Paul’s miraculous conversion experience on the road to Damascus (Acts 9) is accompanied by a word from Jesus that gives Paul the knowledge to understand and interpret the miraculous sign. In John 14:11 Jesus tells Phillip that if he cannot believe what he is hearing, he should at least believe on the evidence of the miracles themselves.  Although this may seem contradictory or confusing, remember that Jesus is not implying Phillip must make his decision based solely on miracles without any other knowledge or frame of reference for putting his faith in Christ.  Phillip has plenty of knowledge to go along with the miracles he has seen.

Have signs, wonders or miracles played a role in your spiritual journey?  If so, how?  If not, please elaborate.  
Should we ask for signs and wonders in order to believe?  See Judges 6:17-22, 36-40 and Matthew 12:39.
There are several lessons for us in Gideon’s story. First, God is incredibly gracious and patient with us, especially when our faith is weak and causes us much confusion. Gideon knew he was treading on dangerous ground and was trying God’s patience by asking for multiple signs. After the first fleece sign, he said, “Do not be angry with me. Let me make one more request” (Judges 6:39). But our God is a merciful, loving and patient God who knows our weaknesses. However, the story of Gideon should be for our instruction and not serve as a model for our own behavior. 

Jesus said on two occasions that “a wicked and adulterous generation seeks after a sign” (Matthew 12:39; 16:1-4). His point was that the signs He had already given them—His fulfillment of Old Testament prophecy, healings, miracles—were sufficient signs for them to respond to the truth, if truth was what they were seeking. Clearly, it was not.  

Another lesson of Gideon’s fleeces is that those asking for signs are exhibiting a weak and immature faith that won’t be convinced by the signs anyway! Gideon had received more than enough information without the sign of the fleeces. God had told him he would have victory (v. 14), and He had responded to a previous request for a sign with a miraculous display of power in fire (v. 16). Still, Gideon asked for two more signs because of his own insecurity. In the same way, when we ask for a sign from God, even when He does provide it, it doesn’t give us the answer we crave because our unsure, wavering faith doubts that it was from God. That often leads us to ask for multiple signs, none of which give us the assurance we need, because the problem isn’t with God’s power, it’s with our own perception of it. 

2. Acts 14:8-20.

Read v19-20.  How did Paul process and make sense of his stoning in Lystra?  What impact did it have on him?  Use Acts 14:22, Galatians 6:17, 2 Timothy 3:11 and Romans 8:17 to formulate your answer.

Did anyone glean anything from the verses about Paul’s stoning?
How do you make sense of the difficult situations, adversity and suffering in your life?  How is your response like Paul's?  How is it different?

Did anyone find any parallels between your response to adversity and suffering and Paul’s response?
Extra Credit

3. Acts 14:21-28.

v21 says that Paul and Barnabus returned and strengthened the disciples.  Write down the things you notice in v22-28 that helped to strengthen the faith of the Christian community.
 Question 3 was pretty straightforward.  Anyone have a thought or observation that you want to share? 

Do you think that witnessing Paul’s stoning in Lystra (14:19-20) discouraged or encouraged the disciples?  Why?
This is a speculative question – there is no right or wrong answer.
What is the most helpful thing that other Christians do (or could do) to strengthen your faith?  
How are you strengthening the faith of others in your circle of influence?  How could you be?
4. Acts 14:1-7 with Acts 14:8-20.

Compare and contrast Paul’s interaction with the Jews and Gentiles in the synagogue at Iconium (v1-7) with his interaction with the crowds outside the synagogue in Lystra (v8-20). With which group (Iconium or Lystra) was Paul more effective?  Why do you think he was?  
Which of Paul’s interactions (Iconium or Lystra) did you think was more effective?
Although Paul faced tremendous opposition in Iconium and Lystra, it appears that Paul was more effective in the synagogue in Iconium (14:1).  In looking at the two speeches (13:16-41 and 14:11-20), Paul has much more knowledge of the Jewish faith, and thus is able to make a much more persuasive argument in the synagogue than to the crowds unfamiliar with Judaism.  

It also appears that Paul was more effective at persuading the Gentiles within the synagogue (Gentiles within the synagogue were God-fearing non-Jews) than his fellow Jews (13:44-48; 14:2; 14:27).  Because God-fearing Gentiles were not Jewish by birth and did not necessarily fully observe Jewish laws, customs and traditions, it would have been easier for them to convert to Christianity than for Jews.
