Leader’s Guide

Acts 13

What did you like about the sermon?  What stood out to you and why?

If you had the chance to do your homework, please take it out.  What did you think of it?  How did it go for you?

Section 1: Acts 13:1-3

Side note: Did anyone notice Paul’s name in the beginning of Acts 13 (post-conversion)?  Did anyone notice anything interesting about Acts 13:9?

Paul was both a Jew and a Roman citizen.  As such, it was customary to have two names: Saul (Hebrew, Jewish background) and Paul (Roman, Hellenistic background).  Although he is referred to as Paul from 13:9 on, he still technically had two names throughout his life.

How did you guys do with the first question?  What did you come up with?

Acts 9.15 - Paul will be set aside to minister to the Gentiles, here the church community is confirming this call and give him their blessing to begin his ministry. This happens “while they were worshipping the Lord and fasting” (a habitual practice based on the tense of the Greek verb).  

Acts 11:25-26 - Paul is commissioned after spending time within the community at Antioch and teaching.

Luke 10:1 - Barnabas and Paul are sent together, fulfilling the example of Jesus who sent out ministers in groups of two.

Has the Christian community been helpful to you in understanding your role in the ministry of God?  How so (or not)?

Section 2: Acts 13:4-12

What did you think of Paul’s response to Bar-Jesus?  Which of Paul’s pre- and post-conversion traits do you see in his response? 

What did you discover when you compared Paul’s response to the responses of John the Baptist and Peter?

Peter and Paul’s responses differ quite a bit.  Does Paul’s harsh condemnation of Bar-Jesus mean that he has no opportunity to repent?  

Just because Paul does not ask Bar-Jesus to repent (like Peter did with Simon the Sorcerer), it does not mean that Bar-Jesus does not have the opportunity to do so. 

Now let’s read Matthew 23:33-39. How do the responses we talked about compare with Jesus’ response to the Pharisees?  

Section 3: Acts 13:13:43

Does anyone know why Paul was invited to speak?

The synagogue leaders may have invited Paul and Barnabus to speak because of their connection to Jerusalem.  Since it was customary to invite prominent visitors to deliver the teaching at the synagogue, Paul may have been invited because of his impressive resume, topped by the fact that he was a student of the celebrated rabbi Gamaliel. 

What did you notice about Paul's sermon?  Does anyone have any observations?

The tone of Paul's letter was encouraging (v15).  Paul's introduction (v17-22) is filled with references detailing the grace and favor that God has given to the Jewish people (v17 - chose, made the people prosper, led them out; v19 – gave their land; v20 – gave them judges; v22 – made David their king; v23 – brought to Israel the Savior).

How does the message of grace and favor that Paul tells from the Old Testament compare with how we usually picture God in the Old Testament?

What did you notice about Paul's speech compared to Stephen's?

Stephen's speech emphasizes the rebellion of Israel and is much more confrontational and accusatory than Paul's speech (7:52 -“you have betrayed and murdered him” compared to 13:28 - “they asked Pilate to have him executed).  Nevertheless, Stephen says that despite Israel's rebellion God remains faithful to Israel in order to fulfill his promise of bringing a savior.  Paul's speech emphasizes God's faithfulness and grace to Israel , and it is through that faithfulness that God has sent Jesus.  

Section 4: Acts 13:44-52

What reasons did you find for why the gospel is supposed to be offered to Jews before Gentiles? 

As with the call of Abraham and the development of the people of Israel, Jesus continues to call to the chosen people of God through whom he was first revealed.  Further, it was through the people of Israel that God was to be made known to all nations (Is 60:2-3).  His salvation and grace to Israel in the Old Testament is the primary means by which his name has been made known to the nations (Ps 98; Is 40:1-5).  This history reaches its climax in Jesus, the fulfillment of God's promises.  In sum, God does not forsake his people Israel but continues to reveal himself through them – Jesus himself a Jew, Jewish apostles, Jewish scriptures and a Jewish religious context.    

Isaiah 49:6 is sometimes called the “great commission of the Old Testament.”  What parallels do you see between this verse and Jesus' command in Matt 28:19 (the great commission of the New Testament)?

Did anyone get why the Jewish officials reacted the way they did?

V50 - The Jewish officials in Antioch were filled with jealousy (v45) that Paul's message of God's salvation has been extended to the Gentiles.  That is why Paul and Barnabus responded the way they did in v46. 

