Bible Study (Acts 13)

1. Read Acts 13:1-3.

What do these verses tell us about the role the community plays in Paul’s ministry?  Utilize Acts 9:15, Acts 11:25-26 and Luke 10:1 to formulate your answer.

Is the Christian community helping you define and fulfill your role in the ministry of God?  If so, how?  If not, explain.

2. Read Acts 13:4-12.

What elements of Paul pre-conversion do you see in his response to Bar-Jesus?  What elements of Paul post-conversion do you see in his response?

Compare and contrast Paul’s response to Bar-Jesus with Matthew 3:1-10 and Acts 8:18-24.

Matthew 3:1-10:

Acts 8:18-24:

What impact do the above verses have on your understanding of opposing/obstructing the word of God?  For additional insight, see Matthew 23:33-39.  

 

Extra Credit

3. Read Acts 13:13-43.

Why would the synagogue leaders invite Barnabus and Paul to speak a word of encouragement to the Jewish congregation? 

What is the overall tone of Paul's sermon?  Write down the things in Paul's speech that support your answer.   

Compare Paul's speech to Steven's speech in Acts 7:2-53.  What are the major similarities and differences?  

4. Read Acts 13:44-52

Why did Paul and Barnabus have to speak the word of God to the Jews first before turning to the Gentiles (see Luke 24:47; Genesis 18:18; Isaiah 49:6)?

Why did the Jewish officials in Antioch react the way they did (v50)?  Read v44-52 carefully before answering.

Have you ever been upset by the thought that the gospel is available to everyone regardless of class, gender, ethnicity or what they have done in the past?  Have you ever thought you were better than or more worthy of God's love than other Christians?  

