Bible Study (Acts 9)

1. Read Acts 7:54-8:3.

A devout Jew, Paul went to extraordinary lengths to oppose followers of Christ. What hints do the following verses give us about why Christianity posed such a threat to Judaism?

Matthew 26:62-65: 

Exodus 33:18-23: 

Matthew 12:9-14:

Has anyone (or anything) ever posed a threat to your beliefs?  If so, how?  Was this an exclusively negative experience or did any positive come out of it?

2. Read Acts 9:1-2 and Acts 9:19b-30.  

Compare and contrast Paul’s life before and after his conversion to Christianity.  Jot down what you learn about Paul (pre-conversion) from these verses:

Galatians 1:13-14:

Philippians 3:4-6:

Jot down what you learn about Paul (post-conversion) from these verses:

Acts 9:19b-30:

Philippians 4:4-11: 

Notice what things about Paul remained the same and what changed. Can you relate to Paul? Has anything in your life changed as a result of your Christian faith?  

Extra Credit

3. Read Acts 9:16. 

The first time Paul heard God was going to make him suffer, do you think he considered it to be a blessing or a curse?  Why do you think so?

Once Paul began to hang out with other Christians (Acts 9:19) notice some of the verses Paul might have come in contact with that changed his understanding about suffering:

1 Peter 4:13-14:

Luke 6:22-23: 
Read 2 Corinthians 11:23-30.  Why is Paul bragging?  

From a spiritual perspective, how does suffering usually impact you?  What does it do to your faith?

4. Read Acts 6:8-7:60.  Compare it to Acts 9.

What are the similarities between Paul and Steven?  

What are the differences between the two men?  

