Community Group Discussion Questions

I Won’t Be a Christian Because…

For the week of November 27, 2011 (week 10 of 10)

Leader Reminders:

· Please hand out the group evaluation form and give everyone a chance at the beginning of the meeting to complete the form.

· The ten-week fall group session officially ends this week!  Groups are highly encouraged to break until the winter session begins on Sun, Jan 22 (we will be encouraging groups to meet the week of Jan 8 or 15 to catch up with each other).  If you want to stay connected during the break, consider doing a group service project or Christmas social event.

· If your group wants to adopt a needy family this Christmas, please email derek@trygrace.org.

SUGGESTED MEETING AGENDA

Group Evaluations

Please consider using the first 30 minutes to get feedback on how the past ten weeks have gone.  I’d recommend using the first 10-15 minutes to hand out the evaluations and give people a chance to fill them out, then the next 15 minutes to discuss how everyone answered.  
Discussion Questions

1. What did you like about the sermon?  What stood out to you and why?
Take some time to get thoughts and opinions from multiple group members. This is a pretty easy question to answer, so it’s a good one to ask directly to draw out the quieter people in the group. 

2. Did you guys get a chance to do your homework (the Scriptures and questions for further study)?  Which questions or Bible verses did you find interesting or helpful?  If you’re comfortable, please share your answers to the homework.  If people reference specific Bible verses, have group members turn to those verses in their Bibles. 

Social/Service

Consider spending a few minutes discussing a social event or service project that your group could do between now and the next session that starts Jan 22.  
Prayer 

3. Does anyone have any prayer requests?  Is there anything that we talked about in this meeting that we can pray about?

Dismiss/informal hang out time

The informal time after your group discussion is over is a great opportunity to connect one-on-one with group members, particularly those who didn’t talk much during the group time or share prayer requests. 
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 “There is a way that seems right to a man, but in the end it leads to death.”





        Proverbs 16:25 (NIV)
“There's a way of life that looks harmless enough; look again--it leads straight to hell.”




       Proverbs 14:12 (Msg)

“For my thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are your ways my ways, declares the LORD.  9As the heavens are higher than the earth, so are my ways higher than your ways and my thoughts than your thoughts.”


                                                        Isaiah 55:8,9 (NIV)

Knowledge means guilt.
“If I had not come and spoken to them, they would not be guilty of sin. Now, however, they have no excuse for their sin.”            John 15:22 (NIV)

Knowledge means responsibility.
“Then Jesus criticized the cities where he did most of his miracles, because the people did not change their lives and stop sinning. 21He said, ‘How terrible for you, Korazin! How terrible for you, Bethsaida! If the same miracles I did in you had happened in Tyre and Sidon, those people would have changed their lives a long time ago. They would have worn rough cloth and put ashes on themselves to show they had changed. 22But I tell you, on the Judgment Day it will be better for Tyre and Sidon than for you. 23And you, Capernaum, will you be lifted up to heaven? No, you will be thrown down to the depths. If the miracles I did in you had happened in Sodom, its people would have stopped sinning, and it would still be a city today. 24But I tell you, on the Judgment Day it will be better for Sodom than for you.’"
                                                Matthew 11:20-24 (NCV)

Knowledge means expectation.
“…to whom much has been given, much will be required; and from the one to whom much has been entrusted, even more will be demanded.”             

                                                                                Luke 12:48 (NRSV)

***  Once I know, I must act!
“…you are a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people belonging to God, that you may declare the praises of him who called you out of darkness into his wonderful light.”


  1 Peter 2:9 (NIV)
