Questions and Scriptures for Further Study

For the week of November 6, 2011

Special thanks to Paul Young for helping to write this study

1a. Do you think God ever does anything that isn't motivated by love?  Do you ever feel like God does things not motivated by love?  If so, what are they?

1b. If everything God does is motivated by love, how do we understand God's wrath?  

2. Young says that he grew up with the notion of an angry God.  Many people believe that the Old Testament reveals an angry, wrathful God. How do the following Old Testament passages shed additional insight into our understanding of God?

Ezekiel 33:11: 

Jeremiah 32:40-41:

Joel 2:12-14:  

Proverbs 3:11-12: 

3. Read Isaiah 55:8-9.  One of the reasons Paul Young wrote The Shack for his kids was to remind them that God doesn't conform to our expectations.  As you reflect on Isaiah 55:8-9, in what ways might you be putting your human expectations (and limitations) on who God is and how God is supposed to act?

EXTRA CREDIT

Questions and Scriptures to be completed if you have time

4. Young says that the shack is a metaphor for the place deep inside ourselves where we hide our secrets, insecurities and things we're ashamed of so we don't lose the approval and affection of others.  Read the following verses.  What might God be saying to you about your 'shack'?

1 John 1:5-10: 

Psalm 23:4:

John 8:36:

5. Each verse in Psalm 136 is broken into two parts, and the second part is always “his love endures forever.”  If you had to substitute the first part of these verses with something that is a relevant expression of how you understand and appreciate God's love, what would you write?  From the 26 verses in Psalm 136, see if you can come up with at leaast five of your own things that make you appreciate  God's love.

6. Take the words you wrote in answer to question five and use them to offer a prayer of thanksgiving to God.

