Questions and Scriptures for Further Study

How to Solve a Mystery (Can I Trust You? part 2)

For the week of October 30, 2011

1a. In the midst of his situation, Daniel praised God (Daniel 2:1-23).  Read the following verses from Psalm 22 and jot down what each one tells you about praising God:

Psalm 22:22-23: 

Psalm 22:25-26:

1b. Now read Psalm 22:1-31.  How do the above verses speak to you now?  What additional insight does this passage give you about praising God?

2a. The sermon talked about the fact that we are righteous in God's eyes when we realize we are powerless.  Read 2 Corinthians 4:7-10 and jot down some thoughts about those verses.  Does thinking of yourself as a jar of clay help you with this concept of powerless and righteousness?  

2b. Read Romans 8:26-27.  What might God be trying to say to you through these verses?

3a. Daniel 2:17-19 shows the power of sharing our needs with people who can pray for us.  Write down the command God gives us in James 5:16 and then write your gut reaction to that command.

3b. If you had to write down one area of your life where you could use a breakthrough from God, what is it? In light of James 5:16, pray for God to give you the courage to share it so others can pray for you.

EXTRA CREDIT

Questions and Scriptures to be completed if you have time

4. Read Psalm 100:1-5.  Spend some time reflecting on those five verses.  Read them slowly several times and let each sentence sink in.  Now write down three insights about what it means to praise God.  Commit to memorizing Psalm 100 this week.

5a. The sermon talked about the importance of expecting God to do something when we pray.  How do the following verses support this idea?

Hebrews 11:1 (write this verse here):

Luke 8:48:

Matthew 13:53-58:

Mark 6:5 (notice the word “could”):

5b. When you pray, are you expecting God to answer?  Why or why not?  Note: this doesn't necessarily mean answer the way you want him to.  

5c. Read Mark 9:24.  What things do you struggle to believe?  In light of Mark 9:24, how can you pray for these things today?  

How to Solve a Mystery

Can I Trust You? (part 2)

“…but there is a God in heaven who reveals mysteries.”                  Daniel 2:28(NIV)

“You have conspired to tell me misleading and wicked things..”         Daniel 2:9(NIV)

Stay calm. vs. 14,15

Expect God to get involved. vs. 16

“If any of you lacks wisdom, he should ask God, who gives generously to all without finding fault, and it will be given to him. 6But when he asks, he must believe and not doubt, because he who doubts is like a wave of the sea, blown and tossed by the wind.”


James 1:5,6(NIV)

Pray with your peeps. vs. 17

“…go and make disciples…”





 Matthew 28:19(NIV)

Plead for mercy. vs. 18

“Daniel replied, "No wise man, enchanter, magician or diviner can explain to the king the mystery he has asked about, 28 but there is a God in heaven who reveals mysteries.”

Daniel 2:27,28(NIV)

Be sure to say thank you for past answers.  vs. 19,20

Run to the rock.

“…the God of heaven will set up a kingdom that will never be destroyed, nor will it be left to another people. It will crush all those kingdoms and bring them to an end, but it will itself endure forever. 45 This is the meaning of the vision of the rock cut out of a mountain, but not by human hands-a rock that broke the iron, the bronze, the clay, the silver and the gold to pieces. The great God has shown the king what will take place in the future. The dream is true and the interpretation is trustworthy." Daniel 2:44,45(NIV)

I saw heaven standing open and there before me was a white horse, whose rider is called Faithful and True. With justice he judges and makes war. 12His eyes are like blazing fire, and on his head are many crowns… 13He is dressed in a robe dipped in blood, and his name is the Word of God…15Out of his mouth comes a sharp sword with which to strike down the nations.”      Revelation 19:11,12,13,15(NIV)

