Questions and Scriptures for Further Study

It's Time for a Resolution (Can I Trust You? part 1)

For the week of October 23, 2011

1. Read Deuteronomy 28:1-2, 15-19, 36-37.  The Israelites had written proof in the book of Deuteronomy that they could trust God in the midst of their defeat because God had predicted it. What do you know about God that helps you to trust him like the Israelites did?  What facts or evidence do you stake your faith on?

2. Which do the following verses tell you about trusting God?

Proverbs 3:5-6:

Psalm 118:6-9:

Matthew 6:25,33:

3a. John talked about the importance of making a resolution in community, and one way to do that is through baptism.  What do the following verses tell us about baptism (what it means, what it does and doesn't do)?

Matthew 28:19: 

Acts 16:29-31: 

Romans 6:1-4: 

3b. If you've been baptized, do you remember why you were baptized?  If you haven't been baptized, is it something you've thought about doing?  If you haven't been baptized, is there something holding you back?  

4. Is there something in your life that you need to resolve to do or not do?  If so, what is it?  What resolution might God be telling you to make today?

EXTRA CREDIT

Questions and Scriptures to be completed if you have time

5a. Read Isaiah 52:13 – 53:12.  According to Christian scholars, those verses (written centuries before Jesus) describe a Savior who God was going to send to save his people. From those verses, write down the words or phrases that you believe describe or point to Jesus.  (If you're stuck, see Mark 15:12-14; Luke 23:46; Mark 15:4-5; John 19:38-42; Luke 23:33).

5b. Does reading those verses bolster your faith and trust in God?  If so, how?  If not, why not?

6a. John talked about grounding our resolutions in humility.  What do the following verses tell us about the importance of being humble?

2 Chronicles 7:14: 

Matthew 7:1-2: 

Matthew 23:12:

6b. James 4:6 says that God opposes the proud.  Why do you think God does this? 

6c. If you had to name your biggest source of pride, what would you say it is?  Do you think it ever hinders your relationship with God?  How so (or not)?  

It’s Time For A Resolution

Can I Trust You? (part 1)

Daniel is a book of faith and facts.

Jesus said Daniel was a prophet.

“So when you see standing in the holy place 'the abomination that causes desolation,' spoken of through the prophet Daniel…”
                                              Matthew 24:15 (NIV)

How can you trust a defeated God?

“Then Isaiah said to Hezekiah: ‘Listen to the words of the LORD All-Powerful: 6In the future everything in your palace and everything your ancestors have stored up until this day will be taken away to Babylon. Nothing will be left, ' says the LORD. 7Some of your own children, those who will be born to you, will be taken away, and they will become servants in the palace of the king of Babylon.’"
              
Isaiah 39:5-7 (NCV)

“…this whole land shall be a desolation and an astonishment, and these nations shall serve the king of Babylon seventy years. 12Then it will come to pass, when seventy years are completed, that I will punish the king of Babylon…”    Jeremiah 25:11,12 (NKJV)

“But Daniel resolved not to defile himself…”       
  Daniel 1:8(NIV)

Resolved- set, determined, fixed.

A RESOLUTION needs to be based on proof.

A RESOLUTION needs to be made in community.

A RESOLUTION needs a strong degree of difficulty.

A RESOLUTION needs tact and humility.

“Pride goes before destruction…”                    Proverbs 16:18 (NIV)

“Therefore let him who thinks he stands take heed lest he fall.”               1 Corinthians 10:12 (NKJV)

A RESOLUTION needs to be made today.

“Obey what I command you today.”
          
      Exodus 34:11 (NIV)

“God says, ‘At the right time I heard your prayers. On the day of salvation I helped you.’ I tell you that the "right time" is now, and the "day of salvation" is now.”                     2 Corinthians 6:2 (NCV)

A RESOLUTION brings the favor of God on your life.

