Community Group Discussion Questions

It's Time for a Resolution (Can I Trust You? part 1)

For the week of October 23, 2011

Leader Reminders:

· In case your group members are curious, the Sunday sermons will be tracking through the Old Testament book of Daniel one chapter at a time (except when Paul Young, author of The Shack comes to speak on Sun, Nov 6) from now until the end of the calendar year.  

· How do you handle that awkward moment of silence after you ask a question to your group? You probably don't realize it, but the only one who thinks the silence is awkward is you! Everyone else is most likely just processing your question and taking a moment to think of how they want to respond. Instead of filling the silence with your own answer or another question, stay quiet and give folks a couple of extra moments to formulate their thoughts.

· Don't worry about getting through all the questions.  The most important thing is a good discussion of God's Word.

SUGGESTED MEETING AGENDA

Discussion Questions

1. What did you like about the sermon?  What stood out to you and why?
Take some time to get thoughts and opinions from multiple group members. This is a pretty easy question to answer, so it’s a good one to ask directly to draw out the quieter people in the group. 

2. Did you guys get a chance to do your homework (the Scriptures and questions for further study)?  No judgment if you didn’t, but if you did, please take out your homework.  Which questions or Bible verses did you find interesting or helpful?  If you’re comfortable, please share your answers to the homework.  If people reference specific Bible verses, have group members turn to those verses in their Bibles. 

Prayer 

3. Does anyone have any prayer requests?  Is there anything that we talked about in this meeting that we can pray about?

Dismiss/informal hang out time

The informal time after your group discussion is over is a great opportunity to connect one-on-one with group members, particularly those who didn’t talk much during the group time or share prayer requests. 

It’s Time For A Resolution

Can I Trust You? (part 1)

Daniel is a book of faith and facts.

Jesus said Daniel was a prophet.

“So when you see standing in the holy place 'the abomination that causes desolation,' spoken of through the prophet Daniel…”
                                              Matthew 24:15 (NIV)

How can you trust a defeated God?

“Then Isaiah said to Hezekiah: ‘Listen to the words of the LORD All-Powerful: 6In the future everything in your palace and everything your ancestors have stored up until this day will be taken away to Babylon. Nothing will be left, ' says the LORD. 7Some of your own children, those who will be born to you, will be taken away, and they will become servants in the palace of the king of Babylon.’"
              
Isaiah 39:5-7 (NCV)

“…this whole land shall be a desolation and an astonishment, and these nations shall serve the king of Babylon seventy years. 12Then it will come to pass, when seventy years are completed, that I will punish the king of Babylon…”    Jeremiah 25:11,12 (NKJV)

“But Daniel resolved not to defile himself…”       
  Daniel 1:8(NIV)

Resolved- set, determined, fixed.

A RESOLUTION needs to be based on proof.

A RESOLUTION needs to be made in community.

A RESOLUTION needs a strong degree of difficulty.

A RESOLUTION needs tact and humility.

“Pride goes before destruction…”                    Proverbs 16:18 (NIV)

“Therefore let him who thinks he stands take heed lest he fall.”               1 Corinthians 10:12 (NKJV)

A RESOLUTION needs to be made today.

“Obey what I command you today.”
          
      Exodus 34:11 (NIV)

“God says, ‘At the right time I heard your prayers. On the day of salvation I helped you.’ I tell you that the "right time" is now, and the "day of salvation" is now.”                     2 Corinthians 6:2 (NCV)

A RESOLUTION brings the favor of God on your life.

