Questions and Scriptures for Further Study

Relationship is King (Modern Family part 4)

For the week of October 9, 2011

1. John talked about the fact that our relationship with God is more important than the rules.  Read Deuteronomy 7:1-11.  Notice how it is broken into two sections.  Verses 1-5 are a bunch of rules, but v6-11 give the reason why the rules should be followed.  In your own words, write why the Israelites (and we) should follow the rules.

2a. Read Luke 15:1-2, 11-32.  If you're familiar with the story, focus on v28-32.  Notice the son's reaction in v28-30.  Is he more concerned about the rules or the relationship?  Based on his words, how would you describe his relationship with his dad?  Does this ever describe your relationship with God?

2b. Notice the Father's response in v31-32.  Is he more concerned about the rules or the relationship? Notice Jesus' audience (Luke 15:1-2).  Are they more concerned about rules or relationship?  

2c. What point is the Father trying to make to his older son (and Jesus trying to make to the Pharisees)?  Does this point speak to you in any way?  If so, how?  If not, why not?

3. Read John 15:4-5.  In your own words, how do you interpret Jesus' words “apart from me you can do nothing”?  Surely we can do plenty of things apart from Jesus, right?  In light of Sunday's sermon, what do you think Jesus is driving at?

4. Can you see any danger in thinking that our relationship with God is more important than following God's rules?  Why or why not?

5. Read 2 Samuel 6:1-7.  Isn't God all about the rules here?  In light of Sunday's sermon, how do you make sense of verses 6-7? 

EXTRA CREDIT

Questions and Scriptures to be completed if you have time

6. How do the following verses help you understand the correlation between our relationship with God and following God's rules? 

John 14:15:

Luke 11:28: 

1 John 5:3: 

1 Corinthians 13:3: 

7.  Read Exodus 34:14.  How does that verse strike you?  Does thinking about this verse in light of Sunday's sermon help you better understand God's jealousy?  How so (or not)?    

8. John talked about two factors that can cause our faith to stall.  When it comes to your faith, what's the #1 thing that causes you to stall spiritually and what pulls you out of it? 

9. Busy schedules can be one of the greatest enemies of our faith.  Read Mark 1:32-37.  Based on those six verses, what do you imagine Jesus' schedule must have been like during his ministry?  From reading those verses, what do you sense God might be saying to you through them?  

Sermon Outline

Relationship is King (Modern Family part 4)

Sunday, October 9, 2011

Value #1: Imagine the End - “So that it may go well with you...” - Deuteronomy 6:3  

Value #2: Widen Your Circle - “Two are better than one...” - Ecclesiastes 4:9

Value #3: Create a Rhythm – “When you sit at home and when you walk…” Dt 6:7

Value #4: Relationship is King

Deuteronomy means second law.

Rules are not the answer!

When we focus first and foremost on the rules we diminish the relationship.

“Love the LORD your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your strength.”


                               Deuteronomy 6:5 (NIV)

What stands in the way of our relationship with God?

*** We are deceived ***

“…anyone who is angry…”

                        Matthew 5:22 (NIV)

“…anyone who looks at a woman lustfully…”                     Matthew 5:28 (NIV)

“But I tell you: Love your enemies and pray for those who persecute you…
           Matthew 5:44 (NIV)

“…we deceive ourselves.”


                            1 John 1:8 (NIV)

“…apart from me you can do nothing.”
                             John 15:5 (NIV)

“The heart is deceitful above all things and beyond cure. Who can understand it?’                                                                                Jeremiah 17:9 (NIV)

“Humans have an almost limitless capacity for self deception.”      John Ortberg

I have to spend time with God

I want to spend time with God

I get to spend time with God

