Community Group Discussion Questions

Relationship is King (Modern Family part 4)

Week of October 9, 2011

Leader Reminders:

1. I have included three excerpts that will hopefully shed light on question #5 (Uzzah breaking the rules and being killed by God) and #7 (God's jealousy).  They are on the next page of this handout.

2. When you're leading a discussion and your group is wrestling with Bible verses and theological ideas that are in tension with one another (see question 7 in this week's homework), remember two things: 1) this tension is an inevitable reality when we’re talking about the awesome mystery of Almighty God and 2) one way you can ease the tension (so people aren’t completely frustrated, confused and despondent after your meeting) is to simply remind everyone that this tension exists, it has existed for thousands of years, and it won’t be fully resolved by the end of your meeting.     

SUGGESTED MEETING AGENDA

Discussion Questions

1. What did you like about the sermon?  What stood out to you and why?
Take some time to get thoughts and opinions from multiple group members. This is a pretty easy question to answer, so it’s a good one to ask directly to draw out the quieter people in the group. 

2. Did you guys get a chance to do your homework (the Scriptures and questions for further study)?  No judgment if you didn’t, but if you did, please take out your homework.  Which questions or Bible verses did you find interesting or helpful?  If you’re comfortable, please share your answers to the homework.  If people reference specific Bible verses, have group members turn to those verses in their Bibles. 

Prayer 

3. Does anyone have any prayer requests?  Is there anything that we talked about in this meeting that we can pray about?

Dismiss/informal hang out time

The informal time after your group discussion is over is a great opportunity to connect one-on-one with group members, particularly those who didn’t talk much during the group time or share prayer requests. 

Excerpt from Death and the Dance: David, Uzzah and the Ark by Robert Leroe

http://www.sermoncentral.com/sermons/death-and-the-dance-david-uzzah-and-the-ark-robert-leroe-sermon-on-gods-holiness-48196.asp

Uzzah [and David] ignored, perhaps defied Moses’ clear directions on the proper handling the Ark. It was not to be touched with human hands, but carried by Levites using poles inserted through rings attached to the Ark (Exodus 25:12-15). Only the poles could be touched. In his book The Holiness of God, R.C. Sproul points out: “Uzzah assumed that his hand was less polluted than the earth. But it wasn’t the ground that would desecrate the Ark; it was the touch of man.” Uzzah was a Kohathite, a clan from within the tribe of Levi, which had been consecrated by God to handle the logistics of moving the Tabernacle—the tent and its furnishings. The book of Numbers clearly warns that they may not touch the holy objects “or they will die” (Numbers 4:15). Only the Levitical priests were allowed to carry the most holy objects; the Kohathites were not to even look at the Ark...

This harsh incident raises a significant doctrine and a key attribute of God—His holiness. God is holy, and not to be trifled with. We wisely enter His presence with the awareness that He is a consuming fire. We do not utter His Name loosely or lightly, or in a profane manner...The lesson here is that we have access to God, but not casual familiarity. We may boldly approach God, but with reverence and respect. 

Excerpt from the article A Jealous God, written by Richard L. Strauss

http://bible.org/seriespage/jealous-god

Jealousy is an ugly word. “It is the green-eyed monster,” said Shakespeare in Othello. It has overtones of selfishness, suspicion, and distrust, and implies a hideous resentment or hostility toward other people because they enjoy some advantage. It is possessive, demanding, and overbearing; and that is repulsive. It stifles freedom and individuality, it degrades and demeans, it breeds tension and discord, it destroys friendships and marriages. We view jealousy as a horrible trait and we hate it...

The root idea in the Old Testament word jealous is to become intensely red. It seems to refer to the changing color of the face or the rising heat of the emotions which are associated with intense zeal or fervor over something dear to us. In fact, both the Old and New Testament words for jealousy are also translated “zeal.” Being jealous and being zealous are essentially the same thing in the Bible. God is zealous—eager about protecting what is precious to Him...

There is a difference between jealousy and envy in Scripture. They are two entirely different words in the Greek New Testament. Jealousy involves the desire to have what somebody else has. That may be wholesome, particularly when we desire to develop in our own lives the positive spiritual qualities we see in others, or when we seek to enjoy the spiritual riches which are ours in Christ just as we see others enjoying them. In like manner, God wants what is His: the exclusive devotion of His people. It is only right and good that He should. But for us, jealousy may degenerate into something bad, as when we feel frustrated and bitter because we cannot obtain what we want, or when we find fault with those who have what we want or who keep us from getting it. God is not capable of experiencing that sinful jealousy. The point is, jealousy can be either good or bad.  On the other hand, envy is nearly always bad. It is a feeling of displeasure over the blessings others are enjoying and it makes us want to deprive them of that enjoyment. Jealousy wants what others have, while envy wants to keep them from having it. It is a vicious and malicious trait which Solomon calls “rottenness to the bones” (Proverbs 14:30 KJV). 

Excerpt from the sermon A Jealous God, written by Charles Spurgeon March 29, 1863.

http://www.spurgeon.org/sermons/0502.htm

The passion of jealousy in man is usually exercised in an evil manner, but it is not in itself necessarily sinful. A man may be zealously cautious of his honor, and suspiciously vigilant over another, without deserving blame. All thoughtful persons will agree that there is such a thing as virtuous jealousy. Self-love is, no doubt, the usual foundation of human jealousy...yet the word "jealous" is so near akin to that noble word "zealous," that I am persuaded it must have something good in it. 

Certainly we learn from Scripture that there is such a thing as a godly jealousy. We find the Apostle Paul declaring to the Corinthian Church, "I am jealous over you with a godly jealousy, for I have espoused you to one husband that I may present you as a chaste virgin to Christ." He had an earnest, cautious, anxious concern for their holiness, that the Lord Jesus might be honored in their lives. Let it be remembered then, that jealousy, like anger, is not evil in itself, or it could never be ascribed to God; his jealousy is ever a pure and holy flame...

We cannot speak of God except by using figures drawn from his works, or our own emotions; we ought, however, when we use the images, to caution ourselves and those who listen to us, against the idea that the Infinite mind is really to be compassed and described by any metaphors however lofty, or language however weighty. We might not have ventured to use the word, "jealousy" in connection with the Most High, but as we find it so many times in Scripture, let us with solemn awe survey this mysterious display of the Divine mind.  
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Value #1: Imagine the End - “So that it may go well with you...” - Deuteronomy 6:3  

Value #2: Widen Your Circle - “Two are better than one...” - Ecclesiastes 4:9

Value #3: Create a Rhythm – “When you sit at home and when you walk…” Dt 6:7

Value #4: Relationship is King

Deuteronomy means second law.

Rules are not the answer!

When we focus first and foremost on the rules we diminish the relationship.

“Love the LORD your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your strength.”


                               Deuteronomy 6:5 (NIV)

What stands in the way of our relationship with God?

*** We are deceived ***

“…anyone who is angry…”

                        Matthew 5:22 (NIV)

“…anyone who looks at a woman lustfully…”                     Matthew 5:28 (NIV)

“But I tell you: Love your enemies and pray for those who persecute you…
           Matthew 5:44 (NIV)

“…we deceive ourselves.”


                            1 John 1:8 (NIV)

“…apart from me you can do nothing.”
                             John 15:5 (NIV)

“The heart is deceitful above all things and beyond cure. Who can understand it?’                                                                                Jeremiah 17:9 (NIV)

“Humans have an almost limitless capacity for self deception.”      John Ortberg

I have to spend time with God

I want to spend time with God

I get to spend time with God
