Questions and Scriptures for Further Study

Create a Rhythm (Modern Family part 3)

For the week of October 2, 2011

1. The first point of the sermon was to create a spiritual rhythm.  When you were growing up, did your family have any spiritual routines?  If so, what were they?  
2. Jesus had quite a spiritual rhythm.  Read the following verses and write down what stands out to you about each one:

Luke 6:12-13:
Luke 9:18-20: 
Luke 22:39-46:
Luke 5:16:  
When you consider your observations about all four verses above, what is your main takeaway from Jesus?

3a. The second point of the sermon was to seek structure (structure helps you create a spiritual rhythm).  Read Exodus 33:7-11.  What was Moses’ intentional, structured action to create a spiritual rhythm?  How did God honor what Moses did?

3b. Now read Exodus 33:12-17.  What does Moses’ spiritual rhythm enable him to ask of God?  What do you learn from God’s response in v17?  

4. What are the spiritual rhythms or patterns in your life today?  Ideally, what spiritual rhythms or patterns would you like to develop? 

Note: This sermon series and select questions were inspired by the book Parenting Beyond Your Capacity by Joiner and Nieuwhof.

EXTRA CREDIT

Questions and Scriptures to be completed if you have time
5a. The sermon’s final point was to remember why we create a spiritual rhythm.  Read Luke 19:1-10.  What did Jesus do for Zacchaeus in v5?  What do you think that communicated to Zacchaeus?  What does that communicate to you?  
5b. How is Zacchaeus' response to Jesus a model for creating a spiritual rhythm?  How does this story align with the final point from the sermon?
6a. Derek said that the key to staying motivated in our relationship with God is by doing everything out of thankfulness to God for what he has done for us.  How much are you able to grasp this concept and apply it in your daily life?  If you struggle to grasp it, explain why.
6b. When you think about what God has done for you, what are you most thankful for?  Does thinking about those things help motivate you in your faith?  Why or why not? 
7. Read Psalm 8:1-9.  What reasons do these verses give for us to praise and worship God?  Pick one verse that stands out to you.  Write it below and use it as the starting point of a prayer to God.  
Note: This sermon series and select questions were inspired by the book Parenting Beyond Your Capacity by Joiner and Nieuwhof.

Sermon Outline

Create a Rhythm (Modern Family part 3)

Sunday, October 2, 2011

Value #1: Imagine the End - “So that it may go well with you...” - Deut 6:3  

Value #2: Widen Your Circle - “Two are better than one...” - Eccl 4:9

Value #3: Create a Rhythm

Deuteronomy ch 6:

The Israelites have been freed from slavery, given the Ten Commandments, and are listening to Moses' farewell speech.

Deuteronomy 6:4-6 NIV: Hear, O Israel: The LORD our God, the LORD is one.  5 Love the LORD your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your strength. 6 These commandments that I give you today are to be on your hearts.

Deuteronomy 6:7 NIV: Impress them on your children.  Talk about them when you sit at home and when you walk along the road, when you lie down and when you get up.

Create a spiritual rhythm.  (Put time with God into the natural rhythm of your life).

Psalm 5:3 NIV: In the morning, LORD, you hear my voice; in the morning I lay my requests before you and wait expectantly. 

Deuteronomy 6:8-9 NIV: Tie them as symbols on your hands and bind them on your foreheads. 9 Write them on the doorframes of your houses and on your gates. 

Deuteronomy 6:10-12 NIV: When the LORD your God brings you into the land he swore to your fathers, to Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, to give you—a land with large, flourishing cities you did not build, 11 houses filled with all kinds of good things you did not provide, wells you did not dig, and vineyards and olive groves you did not plant—then when you eat and are satisfied, 12 be careful that you do not forget the LORD, who brought you out of Egypt, out of the land of slavery. 

Seek structure.

Deuteronomy 6:20-21 NIV: In the future, when your son asks you, “What is the meaning of the stipulations, decrees and laws the LORD our God has commanded you?” 21 tell him: “We were slaves of Pharaoh in Egypt, but the LORD brought us out of Egypt with a mighty hand.” 

Remember why you dance.
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