Questions and Scriptures for Further Study

Widen Your Circle (Modern Family part 2)

For the week of September 25, 2011

1a. John talked about the importance of widening your circle.  Think about those people who influence your life.  Write down their names and next to each one, write one quality they have that influences you.    
1b. Of the names you wrote in 1a, how many of them positively influence your faith?  How can you improve your faith circle?
2. Read Acts 9:19b-28.  What does Barnabas do for Paul?  Do you have a Barnabus in your life?  If so, who is it and why?   

3. What do the following verses tell us about the importance of community from God’s perspective?  

Proverbs 27:6:

Romans 12:4-5:
Matthew 18:20:

4. Read Ecclesiastes 4:8-12.  According to those verses, what can isolation lead to?  From those verses, what are the benefits of friendships?  
Note: This sermon series and select questions were inspired by the book Parenting Beyond Your Capacity by Joiner and Nieuwhof.

EXTRA CREDIT
Questions and Scriptures to be completed if you have time

5a. The first three main points from Sunday’s sermon came from Jethro’s advice to his son-in-law Moses (Exodus 18:17-23).  Notice the first words of Jethro’s advice (v17) and Moses’ response (v24).  What does that tell us about Moses?

5b. How would you have responded in Moses’ situation (be honest!)?  How do you respond to criticism and suggestions for improvement?  Is it something you seek out or avoid?     

6a. In #1 we looked at the people who shape and influence your life.  Now look at Hebrews 10:24-25.  What does that passage say about our responsibility to be a positive influence in others’ lives?  How are you living that out?
6b.  Read Galatians 5:22-23.  Of the qualities listed, which do you think is most important in a friendship?  Which one do you think is your strongest quality that helps you influence others in a positive way?  Why?     
7. Take a minute to review your answers to the questions on this sheet.  If you had to pick just one thing from the sermon and/or this homework that you think God might want you to apply to your life, what is it?  Why?  Take a minute to pray about this thing right now.   

Note: This sermon series and select questions were inspired by the book Parenting Beyond Your Capacity by Joiner and Nieuwhof.

Sermon Outline

Widen Your Circle (Modern Family part 2)
Sunday, September 25, 2011
Value # 1-  Imagine the END  

Value # 2-  Widen your CIRCLE.
“Two are better than one…”

                  



Ecclesiastes 4:9 (NIV)

“As iron sharpens iron, so one man sharpens another…”    


Proverbs 27:17 (NIV)

“…don't go to war without wise guidance; victory depends on having many counselors.”


Proverbs 24:6 (NLT)

“…you need to keep a sharp eye out for competent men--men who fear God, men of integrity…”                                          Exodus 18:21 (Msg)

Select competent people.

“Assemble the people before me to hear my words so that they may learn…”    Deuteronomy 4:10 (NIV)

“…in all your getting, get understanding.”
         



Proverbs 4:7 (NKJV)

Select people who have the desire to put God first.
“I am the LORD your God, who brought you out of Egypt, out of the land of slavery. 7You shall have no other gods before me.”       





Deuteronomy 5:6,7 (NIV)

Select people of integrity.
“Do not be misled: Bad company corrupts good character."           
1 Corinthians 15:33 (NIV)

Select diversity.
“The body is a unit, though it is made up of many parts; and though all its parts are many, they form one body. So it is with Christ.”                       



  1 Corinthians 12:12 (NIV)

“I looked and there before me was a great multitude that no one could count, from every nation, tribe, people and language, standing before the throne.” 


 Revelation 7:9 (NIV)

“If you fully obey the LORD your God and carefully follow all his commands I give you today… 2All these blessings will come upon you… 3You will be blessed in the city and blessed in the country… 6You will be blessed when you come in and blessed when you go out.” 
    Deuteronomy 28:1,2,3,6 (NIV)

“Don't envy bad people; don't even want to be around them.”              

Proverbs 24:1 (Msg)

