Questions and Scriptures for Further Study

Modern Family (part 1)

For the week of September 18, 2011

1. John talked about the pressure we feel to look like the perfect stock family photo and contrasted it with the dysfunctional, broken families we see in the Bible.  Describe your vision of a perfect family.  Where did this idea come from?  How does your family measure up?

2a. John talked about the dysfunction in Noah's and Jacob's families.  Let's look at one more.  Abraham is considered one of the greatest men of faith in the entire Bible, yet what do Genesis 12:10-20 and Genesis 16:1-6 tell us about him?  

2b. Read Genesis 17:1-8.  In light of Genesis 12:1-20 and 16:1-6, what do you think was running through Abraham's mind when God said what he did in Genesis 17:1-8?  What do those verses (in context of ch12 and 16) tell us about God?   

3. React to this statement: “The Bible demonstrates with surprising candor that God is interested in using broken people to tell his story. In fact, according to Scripture, broken people are the primary characters featured in almost every story.”  How does that strike you?  If it's true, what are the implications for you personally?  

4. The sermon reminded us that the end goal in the Bible is a blessed life, and the way we get there is by obeying God's Word.  What do the following verses tell you about why it is beneficial to study and obey God's Word?  Write only what stands out to you in each passage.

2 Timothy 3:16-17:

Hebrews 4:12:  

Psalm 19:7-13: 

Note: This sermon series and select questions were inspired by the book Parenting Beyond Your Capacity by Joiner and Nieuwhof.

5a. In this crazy life, it's easy to get caught up in the pursuit of many things that all seem important.  When you get to the end of your life and look back, what do you think you will say you should have been most concerned about and focused on?  

5b. Now Read Matthew 22:36-40.  What does Jesus have to tell us about what we should be most concerned about and where our priorities should be?  With everything you've got going on in life, how are you doing with what Jesus says is most important?

6a. The final point in the sermon was a reminder from Deuteronomy 6:20-23 to ask yourself “What has God done for me?”  Read Numbers 13:1-2, 26-33 and Numbers 14:1-4. How had the Israelites lost sight of this?  (If you don't know the background of the story of the Israelites, read Exodus 3 and Exodus 14).  Can you relate to the Israelites?  If so, when are the times you're most likely to lose sight of what God has done?

6b. Now read Numbers 14:5-45.  Jot down the interesting things that you notice about God's response to the Israelites.  What seems fair and what seems unfair?  What strikes you about the conversation between Moses and God?  What do your observations from this passage tell us about God? 

7. What good things has God done for you lately?  You might not have a specific answered prayer or some miraculous happening, but what can you give thanks to God for?  Consider saying a prayer of thanks for those things right now.   

Note: This sermon series and select questions were inspired by the book Parenting Beyond Your Capacity by Joiner and Nieuwhof.

Modern Family (Part 1)

Sermon Outline

September 18, 2011

Value # 1: Imagine the end (what do you want to become?)

The end in the Bible is a blessed life because you were obedient to God’s Word

“Walk in all the way that the LORD your God has commanded you, so that you may live and prosper… fear the LORD your God as long as you live by keeping all his decrees and commands that I give you, so that you may enjoy long life. 3 Hear, O Israel, and be careful to obey so that it may go well with you… Do what is right and good in the LORD's sight, so that it may go well with you… The LORD commanded us to obey all these decrees and to fear the LORD our God, so that we might always prosper…”                                       

         Deut. 5:33;6:2,3,18,24(NIV)

What does God’s Word say?

“These commandments that I give you today are to be upon your hearts. 7 Impress them on your children. Talk about them when you sit at home and when you walk along the road, when you lie down and when you get up. 8 Tie them as symbols on your hands and bind them on your foreheads. 9 Write them on the doorframes of your houses and on your gates.”



                Deut. 6:6-9(NIV)

What happens when I fear God?

“Fear the LORD your God…”





Deut. 6:13(NIV)

The LORD commanded us to obey all these decrees and to fear the LORD our God, so that we might always prosper and be kept alive.” Deut. 6:24(NIV)

“The fear of the LORD is the beginning of knowledge.”      Pr. 1:7(NIV)

How great is your goodness which you have stored up for those who fear you…”






    Psalm 31:19(NIV)

“As a father has compassion on his children, so the LORD has compassion on those who fear him… from everlasting to everlasting the LORD's love is with those who fear him, and his righteousness with their children's children- 18 with those who keep his covenant and remember to obey his precepts.”  









    Psalm 103:13,18,19(NIV)

What has God done for you?

In the future your children will ask you, 'What is the meaning of these stipulations, laws, and regulations that the LORD our God has given us?' 21Then you must tell them, 'We were Pharaoh's slaves in Egypt, but the LORD brought us out of Egypt with amazing power. 22Before our eyes the LORD did miraculous signs and wonders, dealing terrifying blows against Egypt and Pharaoh and all his people. 23He brought us out of Egypt so he could give us this land…”


  Deut. 6:20-23(NIV)


