Community Group Discussion Questions
Modern Family (part 1)

September 18, 2011
Suggestions for leaders:

1. Make it a point to personally greet and welcome each person as he/she arrives. This small gesture makes a huge impact!

2. Make sure you end on time (or end a little early if there isn’t much discussion).  Leave people wishing they had more time rather than feeling like things dragged on.  Suggested max first meeting: 90 minutes.

3. Please come prepared (do your homework!).  If you don’t, why should anyone else?
SUGGESTED MEETING AGENDA

Icebreaker/intro 
Feel free to do whatever you think will break the ice and get people talking.
Each person shares a little about him/herself (name, hometown, how long at Grace) and then answers this question: “If your childhood family was a TV show, which TV show would your family be? (Then have them answer why, giving them a chance to share a little bit about their family)

Group Ground Rules 
Please establish a few rules for your group; this will help people get comfortable.
You and your group will come up with what you want to agree to.  My two most important rules are 1) confidentiality – what’s said here stays here, and 2) respect everyone’s beliefs and opinions (keeping in mind that you can respectfully disagree).
Discussion Questions

1. What did you like about the sermon?  What stood out to you and why?
Take some time to get thoughts and opinions from multiple group members. This is a pretty easy question to answer, so it’s a good one to ask directly to draw out the quieter people in the group. 
2. Did you guys get a chance to do your homework (the Scriptures and questions for further study)?  No judgment if you didn’t, but if you did, please take out your homework.  Which questions or Bible verses did you find interesting or helpful?  If you’re comfortable, please share your answers to the homework.  If people reference specific Bible verses, have group members turn to those verses in their Bibles. 
Prayer 
If your group is new, don’t be surprised if people don’t share requests in your first meeting.

3. Does anyone have any prayer requests?  Is there anything that we talked about in this meeting that we can pray about?
Dismiss/informal hang out time
The informal time after your group discussion is over is a great opportunity to connect with group members, particularly those who didn’t talk much during the group time. 

Modern Family (Part 1)

Sermon Outline
September 18, 2011
Value # 1: Imagine the end (what do you want to become?)

The end in the Bible is a blessed life because you were obedient to God’s Word

“Walk in all the way that the LORD your God has commanded you, so that you may live and prosper… fear the LORD your God as long as you live by keeping all his decrees and commands that I give you, so that you may enjoy long life. 3 Hear, O Israel, and be careful to obey so that it may go well with you… Do what is right and good in the LORD's sight, so that it may go well with you… The LORD commanded us to obey all these decrees and to fear the LORD our God, so that we might always prosper…”                                       

         Deut. 5:33;6:2,3,18,24(NIV)

What does God’s Word say?

“These commandments that I give you today are to be upon your hearts. 7 Impress them on your children. Talk about them when you sit at home and when you walk along the road, when you lie down and when you get up. 8 Tie them as symbols on your hands and bind them on your foreheads. 9 Write them on the doorframes of your houses and on your gates.”



                Deut. 6:6-9(NIV)

What happens when I fear God?

“Fear the LORD your God…”





Deut. 6:13(NIV)

The LORD commanded us to obey all these decrees and to fear the LORD our God, so that we might always prosper and be kept alive.” Deut. 6:24(NIV)

“The fear of the LORD is the beginning of knowledge.”      Pr. 1:7(NIV)

How great is your goodness which you have stored up for those who fear you…”






    Psalm 31:19(NIV)

“As a father has compassion on his children, so the LORD has compassion on those who fear him… from everlasting to everlasting the LORD's love is with those who fear him, and his righteousness with their children's children- 18 with those who keep his covenant and remember to obey his precepts.”  









    Psalm 103:13,18,19(NIV)

What has God done for you?

In the future your children will ask you, 'What is the meaning of these stipulations, laws, and regulations that the LORD our God has given us?' 21Then you must tell them, 'We were Pharaoh's slaves in Egypt, but the LORD brought us out of Egypt with amazing power. 22Before our eyes the LORD did miraculous signs and wonders, dealing terrifying blows against Egypt and Pharaoh and all his people. 23He brought us out of Egypt so he could give us this land…”


  Deut. 6:20-23(NIV)


