Discussion Questions – Get Out of the Boat (01/04/09)

1. How did Josh’s message on Sunday speak to you?
2. Read Jeremiah 29:11. How has God used this scripture to speak to you in the past? How does this scripture speak to you today?
3. Let’s continue with Jeremiah 29:12. Do you feel like God listens to you when you pray?
4. Read Jeremiah 29:13. What does it mean to you to seek God with all of your heart? Do you think it is possible? 
5. Let’s read a story about a man who tried to resist God’s call. Read Jonah 1:1-17.

a. What did God call Jonah to do?

b. What does God’s pursuit of Jonah reveal about 

i. The Justice and Mercy of God?

ii. The gifts and call of God?

iii. Human fear and faith?

iv. God’s claim to judge all the earth?

c. How does Jonah’s effort to run from God strike you? 

d. Why do you think we (humans) resist God and think we can run from him? What does Psalm 139:7-12 tell us about God and how far his presence reaches?

6. Josh talked a lot about his struggle with God as he resisted the plan that he knew God had for him. Have you ever sensed God leading you or calling you to something? How did you respond? Did you resist? Did you obey? What was the outcome?
7. What do you think hinders people from following God’s plan for their lives? Josh talked about lack of trust, can you think of any other reasons? 
8. Based on your answers to question 6, what would need to happen for you to act on the calling that God has on your life? 
9. Let’s pray.

