Discussion Questions – The Mojo of New Beginnings (02/24/08)

New Beginnings (part 6 of 6)

Icebreaker: John talked about the importance of praise and being thankful. Right now, on a piece of paper, let’s all list 3-5 things we are thankful for today? Share one of them with the group. 

1. John discussed five attributes of praise. Can you name at least one? (They were not on the outline, so big brownie points for anyone who picked them up!)

Answers: (Praise is specific, Praise is personal, Praise tells a story, Praise is Gracious, and Praise is Grateful).

2. According to John, what is praising God the equivalent of?  (Answer: sending a thank you note). Why is it important to praise God?

3. Let’s read Exodus 15:1-18.

a. From what you just read how confident in God do you think the writer is? What verses support your answer?
b. Now let’s think about your own life, how does a song like this or a story like this make you feel about God and his ability to work in your life in tough situations? 

4. Let’s think about the story of Adam and Eve, what was their downfall according to the sermon? If need be, look at Genesis 3 to refresh your memory. 

5. Adam and Eve got ungrateful and unthankful and it led to their separation from God’s presence. How do we return to the place of communion with God?

6. Why is it important to express thanks and praise to other people? 
7. Read Luke 17:11-19. 

a. What stands out to you about this story? 

b. What is the connection between gratitude and faith? 

8. Read 1 Thessalonians 5:16-19. According to these verses how can we put out the Spirit’s fire? 

Suggestion: break into smaller, same sex groups to discuss the following questions and pray together.

9. Who is someone in your life who you need to say thank you to or give praise for? Why are you thankful for them?
10. Let’s turn our prayer time into a praise-fest. Let’s spend some time praising God for all of the things on our list. 

The Mojo of New Beginnings

“Then Moses and the Israelites sang this song to the LORD: ‘I will sing to the LORD , for he is highly exalted. The horse and its rider he has hurled into the sea. 2 The LORD is my strength and my song; he has become my salvation. He is my God, and I will praise him, my father's God, and I will exalt him. 3 The LORD is a warrior; the LORD is his name. 4 Pharaoh's chariots and his army he has hurled into the sea. The best of Pharaoh's officers are drowned in the Red Sea. 5 The deep waters have covered them; they sank to the depths like a stone…  9 The enemy boasted, I will pursue, I will overtake them. I will divide the spoils; I will gorge myself on them. I will draw my sword and my hand will destroy them.' 10 But you blew with your breath, and the sea covered them. They sank like lead in the mighty waters… 12 You stretched out your right hand and the earth swallowed them. 18 The LORD will reign for ever and ever.’"                                                                            Ex. 15:1-5,9-10,12,18(NIV)

“Praise the LORD. Praise God in his sanctuary; praise him in his mighty heavens. 2 Praise him for his acts of power; praise him for his surpassing greatness. 3 Praise him with the sounding of the trumpet, praise him with the harp and lyre, 4 praise him with tambourine and dancing, praise him with the strings and flute, 5 praise him with the clash of cymbals, praise him with resounding cymbals. 6 Let everything that has breath praise the LORD . Praise the LORD.”    

                                                                                               Psalm 150(NIV)

“All who worship the LORD, now praise him!”                     Psalm 22:23(CEV)

“Enter into His gates with thanksgiving, And into His courts with praise. Be thankful to Him, and bless His name.”                                                                              Psalm 100:4(NKJV) 

“Yes, they knew God, but they wouldn't worship him as God or even give him thanks… The result was that their minds became dark and confused.”                      Rom. 1:21(NLT)

“Be joyful always; 17pray continually; 18give thanks in all circumstances, for this is God's will for you in Christ Jesus. 19Do not put out the Spirit's fire…”             1 Thess. 5:16-19(NIV)

* Add some MOJO to your life, _Praise_____________ someone!

