Discussion Questions – Honoring Your Parents (11/23/08)

1. Derek talked a lot about the need for us to honor our parents. Let’s take some time to talk about our relationships with our parents. What was your relationship like with your parents as a child? What is your relationship like with them today? 

2. Let’s anchor back to some of the scriptures we looked at this Sunday. Read Ephesians 6:1-3, Exodus 20:12. 

a. Why do you think God calls us to honor our parents? 

b. Does this seem like a hard thing to do practically?

c. What are some ways that we can all practice honoring our parents in our regular interactions? 

3. For some of us, our relationships with our parents are really great and honoring your parents seems obvious. For others of us, we have had very tough relationships with our parents, and in our hearts they don’t deserve honor. Why should we continue to try to show honor to our parents as followers of Christ, according to Ephesians 5:21?
4. Let’s read Matthew 18:21-35. What does this passage tell us about forgiveness? 

a. Does it seem harsh to you? Why do you think God is so unmovable about us and our need to forgive?

b. Do you find it hard or easy to forgive? Why or why not? 

c. How do you approach forgiving someone who has wronged you? 

d. How can Christ’s example of forgiveness encourage us as we struggle to forgive? 

5. Let’s pray.

