Discussion Questions – Power Parenting (11/16/08)

1. Derek used a picture of house to illustrate three important principles of Power Parenting. What is the foundational principle of parenting according to this Sunday’s message? What did the walls of the house represent? What about the windows?
2. Take the next few minutes and let each person read 1 John 4:7-21, silently to themselves. Encourage the members of the group to highlight or underline verses that stand out to them. Now go around and let each person share what they underlined and why.
3. Let’s dig a little deeper into the passage. 
a. According the passage where does Love come from?

b. How does the statement in verse 8, that the person who doesn’t love doesn’t know God, strike you? 

c. What stands out to you about the way God loves?

d. How does the knowledge of God’s love for you motivate you to love?

e. React to the statement in verse 18, there is no fear in love. Why do you think fear and love cannot exist simultaneously? 
f. Why do you think our love of others reflects God in us?

4. According to this Sunday’s message what are the two ways we demonstrate our love for our kids? What are the two most important things we should make sure our kids know? (no matter what they do, God loves them, and no matter what they do, we love them)

5. Read Hebrew 12:1-13.

a. Why does God discipline us according to the passage? 

b. What does discipline produce in us?

6. How were you disciplined as child? How do you discipline your children?

7. In your own words define reality discipline? 

8. Describe a time when you’ve experienced reality discipline in your life? What were the circumstances?

9. Read John 15:15. How has God authentically revealed himself to you through Jesus?

10. How does the idea of sharing yourself with your kids in a deep or intimate way make you feel? How would you feel about sharing a mistake or a short fall with your kids?

11. How could sharing yourself in this way impact your relationship with your children? If you don’t have children, how do you think you would respond if your own parent became authentic with you in this way?

12. Let’s pray.

