Discussion Questions – Connecting With God (11/02/08)

1. Let’s recap: What are the three ways that we can improve our connection with God according to this Sunday’s sermon? (accept Christ’s offer, respect Christ’s principles, respond to Christ’s promptings)
2. How does it make you feel to be called the bride of Christ? 
3. Read Revelation 19:6-9. 

a. Who is the bride according to this passage?

b. What does the brides clothing symbolize?

4. Now let’s read Isaiah 54:5-6.
a. Who is the bride in this passage? 

b. Why do you think God uses the imagery of marriage to illustrate his care for his people? 

5. Let’s see if Ephesians 5:25-33 can shed further light on the subject. 

a. How does Jesus show his love for us, his bride?

b. How are we made clean according to these verses?

c. What is the profound mystery according to these passages? 

d. Does Christ love for you ever seem like a profound mystery? How so?

6. What are the stages of the engagement/ marriage contract between a man and a woman in Jesus’ day? (Group Leader: Let the group’s members answer before reading the answer below. This is just for your reference)
a. Stage 1- the groom invites the bride to a big feast. There is a contract called the Ketubah. In it the groom promises to take care of the emotional and financial needs of the bride, in addition the groom agrees pay a certain price to her father for the bride. Then the groom would present a cup to the bride. If she drank then the bride accepted. 
b. Stage 2-the groom would go to his father’s house and build a room in his father’s house for his bride. At the same time the bride would wash herself in water. Symbolizing new birth. She would also wear a veil signifying she was engaged. Also signifying it wasn’t her looks that her groom was attracted to but her inner character. 

7. In what ways do you see parallels with what Christ did for all of humanity by his death and resurrection?

8. How do we respect Christ’s principles in our daily lives? Read John 15: 1-17.

a. Why does verse 3 say we are clean?

b. If we remain in Jesus and his words remain in us, what does he say we will be able to do? Which verses support your response?
c. How do we remain in Christ’s love?

d. What has Christ commanded us to do?

e. What are some ways that we can love someone as Christ has loved us?

f. Describe a way that you have recently loved someone as Christ has loved you?

9. Read John 10:25-30. 
a. What does this passage say about responding to Christ voice?

10. What does it mean to you to hear God’s voice? How does God speak to you?

11. Read John 16:12-15. Why is the Holy Spirit important in the life of one who wants to respond to Christ? 
12. Let’s read one more scripture that highlights another important action on our parts to help us hear from God, read Acts 13:2-3. What are some of the actions that the group was doing when they heard the Holy Spirit speak? 

a. How is God asking you to respond to all that you have heard and read tonight?

13. Let’s pray.

