Discussion Questions – Setting Yourself Up For Relationship Success (10/05/08)

1. What did John say Love is in Sunday’s message? (Love Is S.A.D.)

2. What did the acronym S.A.D stand for according to John’s message on Sunday? (Skills, Action, Decision)
3. Do you agree with the statement that Love is not an emotion? Why or why not?
4. Let’s read 1 Corinthians 13:1-8 a few verses at a time. 

a. Read verse 1-3. 

1. What is the author trying to get across to us about the importance of love? 
2. What activities are useless without love?

3. What emotions or feelings does the writer evoke by the phrase “resounding gong or a clanging cymbal”? 

The Greek word for love is a)ga/ph or agape. The Study Light.org definition is brotherly love, affection, good will, love, benevolence; or love feasts. 

b. Now let’s read verses 4-8 to find out what love is and is not. 

1. Out of the definition of love, how many of the characteristics fall in the category of Skill, Action or Decision? You can have the characteristics fall in more than one category. 

2. How does love as described in this chapter compare with love as defined by our culture?

3. Looking at the description of perfect love in which one of these descriptions are you strongest? In which are you weakest?

5. In your opinion what is the best way to develop the abilities to love others?
6. Take a look at 1 John 3:18, Deut 30:20 and Romans 5:5. What do these verses tell us about love?

7. How do you think that loving God can help you develop your ability to love others?

8. Let’s read 1 John 4:7-21

a. Where does love come from according to verse 7?

b. What does verse 8 say the connection is between knowing God and loving others?

c. In what ways did God show love by actions and decisions? What verses support your answer?

d. How do we know that God lives in us? 

e. What is the connection between fear and love according the verse we just read?
f. If you want to do a better job of loving others what is the only way to improve according to verses 15-16?

9. On a scale of one to ten, ten being the most and one being the least, how are you doing with knowing God?

a. What do you think you could do to move from where you are on the scale closer to a ten?

b. How can we as a group support each other in our pursuit of knowing God better? 

As a group let’s brainstorm some ways that we can each get closer to God individually and collectively. 

10. Let’s pray. 

