Discussion Questions – 1 Peter (08/31/08)

Summer Treasure Hunt

1. Growing up were you ever in a fist fight or confronted by a bully? What did you do? How did you respond?
2. How did you handle conflict as a kid? Do you still handle conflict in similar ways today?
3. What were the four ways to fight back God’s way according to this Sunday’s sermon? (1. Stop and think, 2. Trust God to bring justice, 3. Respond with a blessing, 4. Go and serve.)

4. Which one of those do you find the toughest to put into practice in your life? Why?

5. Let’s read 1 Peter 1:3-25
a. According to verse 5, what does our faith in Jesus gain for us?
b. Does faith in Christ guarantee a happy and stress-free life? What verses support your position?
c. What are the trails in our lives for according to Peter’s writings?

d. How can we apply this call to holiness in verses 13-16 at home, work, church, or in your neighborhood?

e. What does it mean to you to be self controlled?

f. How do we purify ourselves according to verse 22?

g. What does this purity achieve in us? 

6. Read 1 Peter 2:13-25
a. How does Peter’s commands to the slaves, charging them to respect their masters even those who treat them harshly strike you? Why do you think he made such an outrageous ask of the slaves?
b. Can you think of a time in your life where you had to “bear up under the pain of unjust suffering”? What were the circumstances? How did you respond? Could you see yourself responding they way Peter is asking you to respond? 
c. What model does Peter ask us to follow in support of him asking us to endure unjust suffering?
d. Does the example of Jesus Christ and his unjust suffering give you encouragement to endure your own suffering? Why or why not?
7. Read 1 Peter 3:8-22. 

a. What are the characteristics of the righteous, on which the eyes of the Lord look, according to verses 10-12?
b. What is the reason we have for repaying good for evil according to verses 15-17?
c. Can you think of a time in your life where you repaid good for evil? 

d. If you are willing to admit it, can you think of a time when you were repaid good even when you had treated someone else with unkindness? How did it make you feel?

8. Read 1 Peter 4:1-11

a. Why do you think it might be important to be clear minded and self controlled in order to pray?
b. What do you think it means to say that love covers over a multitude of sin? Can you give a real life example of this? 

c. What does verse 11 tells us about the power to use in serving others?

d. Why do you think it is important to tap into God’s strength in serving others?

e. How do you think one can gain God’s strength to serve others?

9. Let’s pray. 

