Discussion Questions – Jonah (08/17/08)

Summer Treasure Hunt

1. How many of us know the story of Jonah? When did you learn it? What do you remember about it from then? 
2. Was there anything in the message this weekend that was a revelation or that opened your eyes about the message behind the story of Jonah? What was it?

3. Let’s read Jonah 1

a. What did God command Jonah to do? What was Jonah’s response?
b. Why do you think Jonah disobeyed God?

c. What do you think Jonah must have been feeling in order for him to fall asleep during a storm that threatened to break the ship apart?

d. What do you think God’s intentions were toward Jonah according to verse 17? Was he trying to kill Jonah?

4. What parallels between Jesus and Jonah do we see in Jonah 1:17 and the death of Christ? See Matthew 12:39-42.

5. Let’s continue to read, Jonah 2.

a. What is obvious about what Jonah believed about God and his character by the way Jonah is praying? Which verses support your answer?
b. Have you ever felt like Jonah--distressed, far from God, enmeshed in a situation outside of your control? What did you do? 

c. How do you think Jonah is able to pray with such hope and faith while he is physically sitting in the belly of a fish?

d. Is there something in your own life now that feels like you are in “the depths of the grave” or the belly of a great fish? How does the prayer of Jonah speak to you in your own circumstance?

e. How was Jonah’s faith in God rewarded?

6. Let’s finish up by reading Jonah 3 and 4.

a. What evidence do you see in chapter 3 that God is a God of second chances?
b. Describe a time in your life where God gave you a second or third chance to bring some area of your life into obedience to God? What were the circumstances? What was the outcome?

c. What led to the Ninevites fasting and repenting according to chapter 3, verse 5?

d. Why do you think that fasting was so important in the act of repentance?

e. Have you ever taken part in a fast? How did it affect you?

f. What effect did the repentance of the Ninivites have on the judgment of God?

g. In what way are God’s actions toward Nineveh consistent with his actions toward Jonah in chapter 2?

h. According to chapter 4, why was Jonah angry?

i. Can you relate to Jonah’s anger? Have you ever wanted to see someone punished for their wrong deeds but feel as though they got away with it?

7. In your own words, what message is God trying to get across in the story of Jonah?

8. What is God’s passion according to John 3:16? 

9. Why did Jesus come into this world for according to John 3:17?

10. How can we participate in God’s compassion on earth? What were the three areas according to John’s message? (Prayer, service, resources)

11. Which of these areas do you find the easiest to get involved in? Which do you find is hardest? Why?

12. Let’s pray. 

