Discussion Questions – Ezekiel (08/10/08)

Summer Treasure Hunt

1. What was John’s message about this Sunday? What stood out to you from this weekend’s message? Why?
2. Read Ezekiel 4
a. How many object lessons did Ezekiel have to act out in this chapter?
b. Which one do you think would have been the hardest for you to pull off?
c. What do you think Ezekiel’s left side would have felt like, looked like after 390 days of lying on the hard ground?

d. What was the object lesson the people were intended to learn?

e. How do you think the people responded? How would you have responded if you had come across Ezekiel on your neighborhood street acting out these outrageous scenes?
f. What were the Israelites sins? Make a list as a group. 

g. What did God plan to do because of his wrath against their sin?

3. From your list of sins the Israelites committed which ones bring to mind a modern equivalent? 
4. Now let’s jump forward and read Ezekiel 37:1-10.
a. Who brought Ezekiel to the middle of the valley?
b. What do you think the dry bones represented?

c. What question did God ask Ezekiel in verse 3? Why do you think he asked that?

d. What did God tell Ezekiel to say to the dry bones? 

e. What happened after Ezekiel spoke to the bones? 

f. What were the bodies still lacking according to verse 8?

g. What do you think the breath signifies?

5. Let’s read on, Ezekiel 37:11-14. From this what significance do we find the valley of bones and the prophecy of life and breath has?
6. Have you ever experienced a time in your life where you felt spiritually or emotionally dry? 

a. What were the circumstances? Share briefly. 

b. Are you currently experiencing this dry time in your life?

7. Let’s finish up Ezekiel 37:15-28. 

a. What did the two sticks represent?

b. The people of Israel split into northern and southern kingdoms after the death of Solomon. Which kingdom is the stick of Judah? See 1 Kings 12:21-25. 

c. Which kingdom is the stick of Ephraim. See 2 Kings 17:5-6.

d. What is the point of Ezekiel’s stick lesson to Israel?
e. Who will be the king of the united land (v 24)? How long will his reign last? Who might this “David” represent?

f. Do you think this prophecy has been fulfilled?

8. What does God promise to do for the people in verse 23 and verses 27-28?

a. According to this passage have the Israelites changed from their sinful ways?

b. What saves them from their sinful backsliding? Who makes them holy?

c. What hope do these verses give for us in this life? 

9. Ok, let’s skip over to Ezekiel 47:1-12
a. Where does the river start? Which direction does it flow?

b. What happens to the river as it gets further from the temple?
c. What happens when the river flows into the Dead Sea?

d. What do you think the river represents?

10. How does Jesus use the imagery of river in the New Testament? See John 4:14, Rev 22:2. 
11. What best describes your relationship with God right now: a) dying of thirst b) man overboard c) treading water d) overflowing e) water logged f) smooth sailing? 

12. Picture the spiritual life as a river that keeps getting deeper. Are you testing the waters? Ankle deep? Up to your waist? 

13. For those of us who are feeling like the dry bones or dying of thirst, how can we as a group support each other?

14. Let’s pray. 

