Discussion Questions – 1 Thessalonians (07/13/08)

Summer Treasure Hunt

1. Let’s Read 1 Thessalonians 4:13-5:11
a. Based on verses 13-14 in chapter 4, what was the belief of the day regarding those who died before Christ return?

b. What assurances does Paul give them based on God’s word in verses 15-17? Are these verses encouraging to you? Why or why not?
c. How does Paul describe the coming of the Lord in 5:1-3? How does that make you feel?
d. What hope does Paul give the Thessalonians in verses 4-11?
e. How are they to avoid being surprised by the coming of the Lord?
f. What are they instructed to put on in verse 8?
g. What did God appoint us to receive according to verse 9? 

h. What is Paul’s instruction to the brothers in verse 11? 

2. How often do you find yourself thinking about Christ return? (rarely, sometimes, often)
a. Why do you think you think you think about it (rarely/sometimes/often)?

b. Do you feel you are prepared for Christ return based on the preparation Paul laid out in verses 4-11?

c. What do you think you could do to be better prepared?

3. Read Joel 2:28-32
a. How does Joel describe The Day of the Lord?
b. What will happen first?

c. What do you think it means that God will pour out his Spirit on all men? 

d. Do you think this pouring of God’s spirit has already occurred or do you think it is yet to come? Why? (read Acts 2:16)
e. What is the hope that we have in the face of this “great and dreadful day” according to verse 32?

4. Now let’s read Paul’s final instructions to the Thessalonians, 5:12-28.
a. How many different commands does Paul give? List them out on a piece of paper.

b. Which of these seem the hardest for you to do personally? 

c. Imagine if every community of people, whether in church, in your neighborhood at your workplace acted according to these commands, describe what you think life would be like.

d. Based on the preceding verses, what actions do you think “put out the Spirit’s fire”?

e. Why do you think the Spirit’s fire is so important? (Read Galatians 5:16, 18, and 22-25)

5. Let’s look at one more passage of scripture on the importance of Life in the Spirit, read Romans 8:5-9?

a. From these verses what does the life controlled by the Spirit yield? 

b. So putting all we have just learned together, why is the Holy Spirit living in us so critical in the Last Days and on The Day of the Lord? 

6. Would you like more of the Holy Spirit’s power in your life? 

7. Let’s pray together as a group for more of the Holy Spirit’s power in each of your lives. Consider praying the words of 1 Thessalonians 5:23-24 to close your group prayer. 
