Discussion Questions – Joel (06/29/08)

Summer Treasure Hunt

1. Icebreaker: What weather conditions (hot and humid, cold and windy, storm brewing) might depict the week you’ve just had? What weather forecast might fit the week ahead?
2. Let’s Read Joel1.

a. What various groups does Joel address?

b. What has happened to them and how have they been affected?

c. Why do you think Joel emphasizes hearing and retelling what has happened to them?

d. What famous plague in the Israelite history do you think might have been brought to mind by their present circumstances? (Hint: see Exodus 10:13-15)
e. Why do you think God has allowed the plague to fall on the Israelites?

f. How is Joel calling the people to respond? Why? (Read Leviticus 16:29-30)

3. Now let’s read Joel 2.  

a. What is coming according to verse 2? 

b. How are the images of this army like and unlike the army of locust that previously invaded the land in chapter 1?

c. What is Joel calling the people to do in response to this great army of locust in verse 12? 

d. What does Joel hope the results will be if the people fast, weep and mourn?

e. What biblical basis or past events in Israelites history might support Joel’s hope that God may relent in verse 14? Name any biblical example you can think of, or look at these scriptures Ex 34:6-7, Ne 9:16-17. Can you think of any others?
4. What do you think the Israelites are mourning for? 

5. What does fasting mean? What are some ways or things that people fast? 

6. Why do you think it important to both mourn and fast?

7. Can repentance of the heart be true without fasting and mourning?
8. Why is corporate repentance key to the Israelites redemption?  How do you think corporate repentance could benefit us as a church? As a small group?
9. Let’s pray.

