Discussion Questions – Hosea (06/22/08)

Summer Treasure Hunt

1. Icebreaker: Are you named after someone? Who? What nicknames have you had?
2. Let’s Read Hosea 1.

a. Why does God have Hosea marry an adulteress?

b. How is God’s covenant with Israel like an adulterous relationship?

c. What do the names of Gomer’s three children mean?

d. What do you think the reaction of the local Jews would have been in hearing these names?

e. What hope do verses 10-11 give for the Israelites and Judah?

3. Now let’s read 2 Kings 9:24,25, 10:1-7,11,16,28-31.  

a. Who is Jehu and what did he do in Jezreel? 

b. Why is God punishing him?

4. Let’s read Hosea 2:1-13. If you had to describe God’s emotions in 5 words or less, how would you describe them? 

a. Which verses indicate that God is angry? What is he angry about?

b. Which verses seem as if God is hurting? Why is he hurting?

c. Do any verses seem as though God is offended?

5. Looking now at the second half of Hosea 2, verses 13-23.Does it seem as though God’s emotions have turned a corner? 

a. What would you say God’s emotions are now? 

b. What do you think changed?

6. Have you ever been really hurt or betrayed by someone you loved deeply?  

a. Can you identify with any of the emotions that God seems to be expressing in verses 1-13? 

b. Can you imagine responding to that person the way God is responding in verses 13-23? Why or why not?

7. God was particularly offended that the Israelites were using gifts that God had given them to make sacrifices to other gods. Why do you think this upset God so much? 

8. What other gods or idols in your life do you find yourself being enticed to worship more than God? 

a. What is it about that thing in your life that draws you? 

b. In view of all we read in Hosea, does the idol or the object of your affection seem as enticing now?

9. Using the marriage metaphor describe your relationship with God, now and in the past?

a.  Have you ever left or cheated on God? 

b. Was God faithful anyway?

c. Where in your life could you use the hope of restoration that the book of Hosea offers?

10. Let’s pray.

