Discussion Questions – Nehemiah (06/15/08)

Summer Treasure Hunt

1. According to the sermon on Sunday what are three characteristics of a man on a mission? (A man on mission must be brave, have a plan, can’t back down.)
2. Let’s Read Nehemiah 1.
a. Why is Nehemiah so concerned about Jerusalem?

b. What does he learn about its conditions from Hanani and others?

3. Now let’s read 2 Kings 25:9-21 and Ezra 4:7-24.  How might the events in these two passages relate to Nehemiah’s present concern? 

4. What was Nehemiah’s reaction when he heard of the state of Jerusalem? Would you say his reaction demonstrated strength or weakness? Why? What does James 5:16 say?
5. Let’s unpack Nehemiah’s prayer to God. Verses 5-11. 
a. How does Nehemiah begin his prayer? Why do you think it is important to begin prayer with praise?

b. What is the next component in Nehemiah’s prayer? What was Nehemiah confessing? 

c. What does Nehemiah remind God of in verses 8 and 9? Have you ever reminded God of his words or promises to you when you were praying for something? What effect has this had on your prayer?

d. What was Nehemiah’s specific request in verse 11? Why do you think it is important to be specific in our requests when praying for something to God?

6. Now let’s compare the components of Nehemiah’s prayer with the way Jesus teaches the disciples to pray in Matthew 6:9-15. 

a. How do the elements of Jesus’ prayer line up with the elements of Nehemiah’s prayer? 
b. What can we learn from these two biblical prayer models to incorporate into our own prayer lives?

7. When news of exiled people, brokenness and famine hits you do you react anything like Nehemiah? What do you think would happen if you prayed like Nehemiah did on behalf of the broken and needy people in your life? 
8. Looking at Chapter 2, was Nehemiah’s specific request to God answered? 
9. What in Nehemiah’s response to the king (verses 7-9) indicates that he had faith that God would grant his request? (Do you think he came up with those responses on the fly or do you think he had a plan?)
10. How can we apply this kind of faith and expectancy to our own prayer lives when we are bringing specific requests to God, or needing guidance in making a big decision?
11. Nehemiah felt a burden to rebuild the walls of Jerusalem. Jerusalem, a holy city where the presence of God would dwell within the temple. Nehemiah relied on God to grant him favor and success in the call that he was given. In 1 Corinthians 6:19, our bodies are called the temple of the Holy Spirit. In what areas are you being called to rebuild or make right “the walls of the temple” in your life? 

12. Is there a particular area you feel burdened to be an advocate for, in areas of particular brokenness, oppression or neediness?  What specific prayer can we offer up before God now to ask for favor and success in attending to this challenge?
13. Let’s pray.

                     Nehemiah: A Man on a Mission

“I am Nehemiah son of Hacaliah, and in this book I tell what I have done. During the month of Chislev in the twentieth year that Artaxerxes ruled Persia, I was in his fortress city of Susa, 2 when my brother Hanani came with some men from Judah. So I asked them about the Jews who had escaped from being captives in Babylonia. I also asked them about the city of Jerusalem. 3 They told me, ‘Those captives who have come back are having all kinds of troubles. They are terribly disgraced, Jerusalem's walls are broken down, and its gates have been burned.’4 When I heard this, I sat down and cried.”                                                                                    Neh. 1:1-4(CEV)

A man on a mission has to be _brave______________.

“Lord, please pay attention to my prayer and to the prayers of all your other servants who want to worship your name. Please give me success today and make this man, King Artaxerxes, show me compassion.”                                                                                                          Neh. 1:11(GW)

“I picked up the cup of wine and gave it to the king. I had never been sad in his presence before.2 The king asked me, ‘Why do you look so sad? You aren’t sick, are you? You must be troubled about something.’ I was really afraid.”                                                                      Neh. 2:1,2(GW)

A man on a mission needs a _plan_____________.

“I went to Jerusalem, and after staying there three days 12 I set out during the night with a few men… 17 Then I said to them, ‘You see the trouble we are in: Jerusalem lies in ruins, and its gates have been burned with fire. Come, let us rebuild the wall of Jerusalem, and we will no longer be in disgrace.’ 18 I also told them about the gracious hand of my God upon me and what the king had said to me… The Fish Gate was rebuilt by the sons of Hassenaah. They laid its beams and put its doors and bolts and bars in place.”    Neh. 2:11,17,18;3:3(GW) 

A man on a mission can’t back __down__________.

“Hear us, O our God, for we are despised. Turn their insults back on their own heads. Give them over as plunder in a land of captivity. 5 Do not cover up their guilt or blot out their sins from your sight, for they have thrown insults in the face of the builders… 9 But we prayed to our God and posted a guard day and night to meet this threat… Remember the Lord, who is great and awesome, and fight for your brothers, your sons and your daughters, your wives and your homes…So the wall was completed… in fifty-two days.”                         Neh. 4:4,5,9,14; 6:15(NIV)

