Discussion Questions – Philemon (06/01/08)

Summer Treasure Hunt

Icebreaker: What name were you given at birth? What nicknames have you been given since? What do they mean? How are you living up to their meaning?

1. From the sermon on Sunday who can recap the background of the story of Philemon? Here are a few hint questions: 

a. Who is writing the letter? Who is the letter to? (what is the correct pronunciation of Philemon?) 

b. Who is Onesimus? What did he do? 

c. Where is Paul? Where is Philemon? 

2. Now that we are all on the same page, lets dig into the passage. Read Philemon 1-22.

a. What qualities in Philemon does Paul commend? How does this prepare the way for Paul’s plea in verses 8-22?

b. What impact do you think the return of Onesimus could have on Philemon’s household?

c. Does the fact that Onesimus has become a Christian lessen the seriousness of the crime? Why or why not?


3. What is Paul asking of Philemon? Do you think that what he is asking is reasonable?


4. Put yourself in Philemon’s position, how would you respond to Paul’s request?


5. Do you think that Philemon will do what Paul asks? Why or why not?


6. What is the main theme of this passage in your own words? What is the main theme that John talked about on Sunday? 
(Reconciliation/Forgiveness)


7. Let’s look at some scriptures about forgiveness.

a. Micah 7:18

b. Matthew 6:14-15

c. Matthew 18:21-22

d. What do these verses tell us about forgiveness, the character of God, and the way we are to forgive?


8. Like Onesimus, do you have something or someone you need to return to and make it right? 


9. When do you feel obligated to forgive someone: 

a. When they confess their sin?

b. When they later change their behavior

c. When someone else intercedes for the offending party?


10. Would you be willing to serve as a Paul in someone else’s life to bring about reconciliation? Can you think of a time when you have or a current situation where you could?


11. Let’s pray.

