
Kingdom Assignment #5: Give
Week of 05/18/08

In the past few weeks we have asked you to experiment with giving a lot of things; love, forgiveness, time and energy to mention a few. This week, we want you to concentrate on the act of giving itself. Take a moment to honestly answer these questions before we delve into what God has to say about what giving is really all about.

1. Do you give? If you do, why do you give?  If not, why not?
2. How do you feel when you give?

3. What emotions, fears and decisions keep you from giving?

4. Read Matthew 6:19-21. 

a. What do you think it means to store up treasures in heaven?

b. Jesus states that where our treasure is, there our heart will be also. What are some of the things that you treasure? List them. Now look at each thing and ask yourself, how deeply is my heart involved in or controlled by these treasures? 

c. Do you ever buy yourself an earthly treasure (new car, iphone, a venti upside-down non-fat with whip extra shot caramel macchiato)? Try and think about the last thing you purchased.  What was it?  Why did you buy it? How did you feel before you bought it? How did you feel afterwards? Do you still have this item now?  Is the item perishable or depreciable? 
d. Now try and imagine storing up non-perishable, un-depreciable treasures in heaven. In your mind what does that look like?

5.  Read Mark 10:17-22 and Luke 21:1-4 and ask yourself, “What truth about giving is Jesus attempting to teach me?” 

Upon first reading these scriptures, it would appear that Jesus’ required much more to be given from the rich young ruler then from the widow. However, while the widow had very little, she freely gave. Her gift came from a humble and willing heart. The rich young ruler was unable to let go of that which stood between him and Christ. The difference between the two was not the size of their bank accounts, but the attitude of their hearts.

a. What kind of attitude do you have toward giving?

b. What does “giving” mean to you? Does it mean giving money? Giving time? Giving love? 

c. List several practical ways that you could give to people in your life this week. 

d. Now list a few ways you could give to people who are not in your life, complete strangers on the street. 

e. Try to imagine the impact your simple act of generosity could have on another person’s life. Now, what are you waiting for? Go out and make a difference in someone’s day by giving freely of your time, yourself, or your resources. Consider blogging about your experience at www.theDCExperiment.org.

Experiment:

God may not be asking you to sell all your belongings to follow him, but he is asking you to give. How much and to whom is all between you and God, so step out and take a chance and see what God can do with a gift from you.

THE KINGDOM EXPERIMENT

Experiment # 5: Give

Matt 6:1-4 (NIV): 1"Be careful not to do your 'acts of righteousness' before men, to be seen by them. If you do, you will have no reward from your Father in heaven. 2"So when you give to the needy, do not announce it with trumpets, as the hypocrites do in the synagogues and on the streets, to be honored by men. I tell you the truth, they have received their reward in full. 3But when you give to the needy, do not let your left hand know what your right hand is doing, 4so that your giving may be in secret. Then your Father, who sees what is done in secret, will reward you.

Foundational principle for giving: God owns everything.
Psalm 24:1 (NIV): The earth is the LORD's, and everything in it, the world, and all who live in it.

Matt 6:2-4: 2"So when you give to the needy, do not announce it with trumpets, as the hypocrites do in the synagogues and on the streets, to be honored by men. I tell you the truth, they have received their reward in full. 3But when you give to the needy, do not let your left hand know what your right hand is doing, 4so that your giving may be in secret. Then your Father, who sees what is done in secret, will reward you.

Matt 5:16 (NIV): “In the same way, let your light shine before men, that they may see your good deeds and praise your Father in heaven.”

Matt 6:2-4 (NIV): 2"So when you give to the needy, do not announce it…to be honored by men. 3But when you give…4 [give] in secret. Then your Father…will reward you.
Give for God’s glory.  

Matt 6:19-21 (NIV): "Do not store up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust destroy, and where thieves break in and steal. 20But store up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where moth and rust do not destroy, and where thieves do not break in and steal. 21For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.

Matt 6:24 (NIV): "No one can serve two masters. Either he will hate the one and love the other, or he will be devoted to the one and despise the other. You cannot serve both God and Money.

Matt 6:25-27 (NIV): "Therefore I tell you, do not worry about your life, what you will eat or drink; or about your body, what you will wear. Is not life more important than food, and the body more important than clothes? 26Look at the birds of the air; they do not sow or reap or store away in barns, and yet your heavenly Father feeds them. Are you not much more valuable than they? 27Who of you by worrying can add a single hour to his life?

Matt 6:30 (NLT): And if God cares so wonderfully for wildflowers that are here today and thrown into the fire tomorrow, he will certainly care for you. Why do you have so little faith?
Give radically.



















