
Kingdom Assignment #2: Love
Week of 04/27/08

1. Read Matthew 13:31-35.

The Kingdom started small and might seem inconsequential, even today, but it is advancing and active. Eventually, it will overtake and transform everything we see and experience. Jesus shared stories, called parables, with his disciples to explain how the kingdom he came to establish would advance: the mustard seed parable represents extensive growth, out of proportion with insignificant beginnings, and the yeast parable represents the ultimate, total infiltration of the Kingdom into all the exists now. The Kingdom, like yeast in dough, will permeate this world and transform it entirely.

Similarly, our individual actions might seem so small as to be insignificant, but their ultimate impact on the Kingdom might be great. As Mother Teresa said, “we can do no great things; only small things with great love.”
a. What effect do you think your actions could have on the Kingdom of God?
b. Write down any other thoughts that are coming to your mind, and if you feel like it, talk to God about what you’re thinking about.

1. Read John 15:12,13,17; James 2:14-17; 1 John 3:18.

a. What thoughts/feelings do these verses inspire within you?

b. What would it mean for you, even just momentarily, to lay down your life for a friend?

c. In what tangible way do you receive love from others?

d. What could you do this week to share love with others?

Now it’s your turn to experiment.  This week, love on people in a way you never would have before. When you run out of love (don’t worry, some days it’s more than understandable) instead of giving up, ask God for more. One of the great things about God is he is never stingy with his love.

Experiments:
1. Write/e-mail a friend telling them how much they mean to you.

2. One morning this week, when you ask people how they are doing, actually wait and truly listen to their answers. 

3. Take five minutes of your time and do something you wouldn’t ordinarily do for someone else, whether it’s refilling their coffee mug, emptying the trash, doing the dishes, or even fixing the copier when the paper jams for the 15th time. 

4. Offer free hugs to people (“offer” is the key word here.  We, and the Arlington Police Department, appreciate the giving of love, but not the forcing of oneself onto another, if you know what I mean).

5. Take a moment to look through your cabinets/pantry. Any food you can make do without is desperately needed at the Arlington Food Assistance Center (www.afacinfo.org).

Sermon outline – 04/27/08

Experiment #2: Love
The Kingdom Experiment part 3
1. Patient- slow to anger, makes time for others,  2. Kind- good manners,  3. not envy- strong jealousy, 4. not boast- look at me, 5. not proud- over inflated,  6. not rude- impolite & crude,  7. not self-seeking- it’s all about me,  8. easily angered- rigid, uptight,  9. no records of wrongs- historical, 10. does not delight in evil- pleasure from a another’s failure,  11. Protects- covers embarrassment, won’t gossip, 12. Trusts- looks for the best,  13. Hopes – looks for God’s will, 14. Perseveres-  “when the going gets tough…” 15. Love never fails-  you can count on ME! 

“All people will know that you are my followers if you love each other."  John 13:35 (NCV)
“Love your neighbor…”   Matt. 22:39(NIV)
“I was hungry, and you gave me food. I was thirsty, and you gave me something to drink. I was alone and away from home, and you invited me into your house. 36 I was without clothes, and you gave me something to wear. I was sick, and you cared for me. I was in prison, and you visited me.”  Matt. 25:35,36 (NCV)

“Greater love has no one than this, than to lay down some mulch for a friend.”

John 15:13
“If only you had paid attention to my commands, your peace would have been like a river…”  Isa. 48:18 (NIV)

· Smile at someone.
· Spend time with a lonely person.

· Make eye contact.
· Write a note of admiration.
· Be patient with a neighbor.
· Ask God for some creative ideas.
**Sign up for a group experiment.**



















