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Kingdom Assignment #1: Receive

Week of 04/20/08

1. Set aside time this week to be quiet with God and to focus on receiving from him. Turn off the TV and your cell phone and go somewhere that will minimize distractions. Don’t DO anything except listen to the CD you received this weekend (or the music you downloaded from the website) to help facilitate your time with God.
What happened?  Did you experience anything that you think God wanted you to receive from him?  It’s okay if you thought about your grocery list for 20 minutes, by the way.  If something came to your mind that is new, exciting or affirming to you, it might be something God wants you to receive.  Maybe he wanted to tell you what he thinks about you (which would have felt like love, by the way).
Take a few minutes to write down any thoughts you want to capture. 

2. Read Zephaniah 3:17 and 1 John 3:1.  Take a moment to think about God delighting in you (because he does).  Ask God to show you his love for you, and receive it.  

3. This week, allow people around you (family, friends, co-workers) to give freely to you. Try not to minimize yourself; allow others to bless you.

4. Set aside some time to slowly read Psalm 23. As you read each line, take a moment and ask God to make these words truth in your life. Allow yourself to dream about the amazing comfort of God’s love. Receive the love He has for you.

5. Read Matthew 13:1-23.
a. What things in your life cause you to become like the rocky or thorny soil or the hard path?

b. Why do we keep ourselves from receiving what we know is good?

c. What do you do to try to earn God’s love?

d. What would it mean to you to receive without merit?

6. Read Ephesians 3:16-19.  Take these verses and pray them back to God, replacing “you” and “your” with “I” and “me.” 

Sermon outline – 04/20/08
Experiment #1: Receive
The Kingdom Experiment part 2
“…What I teach comes from the One who sent me. 17 Anyone who wants to do his will can test this teaching and know whether it's from God…”                                 John 7:16,17(Msg)

“…Jesus came to Galilee, preaching the gospel of the kingdom of God, 15and saying, ‘The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God is at hand.’”                                      Mark 1:14,15(NKJV)

“The apostles saw Jesus during the forty days after he was raised from the dead, and he spoke to them about the kingdom of God.”                                                     Acts 1:3(NCV)

Be involved.
Believe.
That God loves me unconditionally.

That all my sins (past, present, future) are forgiven in Jesus Christ.

That God’s heart beats a little faster when I pray.

That my generosity makes God smile.

Love- 

“…nothing in all creation will ever be able to separate us from the love of God…” 

                                                                                                                 Rom. 8:39(NLT)

“…I will always love you.”                                                                              Jer. 31:3(CEV)

Forgiveness- 

“Therefore, there is now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus, 2because through Christ Jesus the law of the Spirit of life set me free from the law of sin and death.”

                                                                                                                Rom. 8:1,2(NIV)

“Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; old things have passed away; behold, all things have become new… 21For He made Him who knew no sin to be sin for us, that we might become the righteousness of God in Him.”                                   2 Cor. 5:17,21(NKJV)

Prayer-

“Each one had a harp, and they held gold bowls filled with incense – the prayers of God's people!”                                                                                                        Rev. 5:8(NLT)

“My house will be called a house of prayer.”                                                Matt. 21:13(NIV)

Generosity-

"Why are you giving this woman a hard time? She has just done something wonderfully significant for me. 11You will have the poor with you every day for the rest of your lives, but not me. 12When she poured this perfume on my body, what she really did was anoint me for burial. 13You can be sure that wherever in the whole world the Message is preached, what she has just done is going to be remembered and admired."                          Matt. 26:10-13(Msg)

“If you believe, you will receive…”   Matt. 21:22(NIV)




















