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The Kingdom Experiment Assignment
Week of 4/13/08

1. Read Matthew 13 and answer the following questions:

a. After reading Matthew 13, what do you think the Kingdom of God is?

b. Now read Matthew 18:1-4.  What do you think Jesus is saying in verse 3?  What are the implications for you?

c. Do you think you’ve ever seen the Kingdom of God?  When/How?

2. Turn to Matthew 5.  Say a prayer asking God to speak to you through his Word.  Now read Matthew 5-7 (Jesus’ Sermon on the Mount).
a. Which of Jesus’ teachings do you think God wants you to act on during this kingdom experiment (which ones seemed to be speaking to you as you read)?  List them below.

If you nothing stood out to you, read Matthew 5-7 again, one chapter at a time, and ask God to speak to you.

b. Look at each action you listed above and ask God to show you someone or something specific that he wants you to do with that action.  Write down what God seems to be saying to you.

Sermon outline – 4/13/08
Catching a Glimpse of the Kingdom

The Kingdom Experiment part 1

Matt 13:31,33,44,45,47: The kingdom of heaven is like a mustard seed, which a man took and planted in his field… 33The kingdom of heaven is like yeast that a woman took and mixed into a large amount of flour until it worked all through the dough… 44The kingdom of heaven is like treasure hidden in a field.  When a man found it, he hid it again, and then in his joy went and sold all he had and bought that field. 45…the kingdom of heaven is like a merchant looking for fine pearls… 47…the kingdom of heaven is like a net that was let down into the lake and caught all kinds of fish.

Matt 5:3,10: Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven… 10Blessed are those who are persecuted because of righteousness, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.

Matt 11:12: From the days of John the Baptist until now, the kingdom of heaven has been forcefully advancing, and forceful men lay hold of it.

Luke 17:20-21: Once, having been asked by the Pharisees when the kingdom of God would come, Jesus replied, "The kingdom of God does not come with your careful observation, nor will people say, 'Here it is,' or 'There it is,' because the kingdom of God is within you."

Matt 13:11: He replied, "The knowledge of the secrets of the kingdom of heaven has been given to you, but not to them.”

Matt 16:21-23: From that time on Jesus began to explain to his disciples that he must go to Jerusalem and suffer many things at the hands of the elders, chief priests and teachers of the law, and that he must be killed and on the third day be raised to life.  22Peter took him aside and began to rebuke him. "Never, Lord!" he said. "This shall never happen to you!"  23Jesus turned and said to Peter, "Get behind me, Satan! You are a stumbling block to me; you do not have in mind the things of God, but the things of men."

Matt 16:24: Then Jesus said to his disciples, "If anyone would come after me, he must deny himself and take up his cross and follow me.”

Matt 16:25: For whoever wants to save his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life for me will find it. 

Matt 16:26-28: What good will it be for a man if he gains the whole world, yet forfeits his soul? Or what can a man give in exchange for his soul? 27For the Son of Man is going to come in his Father's glory with his angels, and then he will reward each person according to what he has done.  28I tell you the truth, some who are standing here will not taste death before they see the Son of Man coming in his kingdom."



















