Discussion Questions – The Price is Right (03/23/08)

Ground Rule: (Group Leaders, please read aloud to the group) Tonight we are going to continue discussing a concept that has been debated by scholars and theologians for many years.  Volumes of commentaries and books have been written on this subject, and different denominations and church splits have originated from schools of thoughts on each side of the debate. So our one and only ground rule is to agree to disagree. We will probably not all come to same conclusion, but we can learn a lot from each other in sharing our different perspectives. So with great love and humility, let’s begin our discussion with prayer, asking the Holy Spirit to guide our discussions. 

Exodus Chapter 18- Jethro, Moses’ father in-law, speaks to Moses about needing personal boundaries, and needing to enlist the help of the other leaders in the community for judging and governing the people.

Exodus Chapter 19- God tells Moses to put a barrier around the Mount Sinai, and to communicate to the people that they are not to cross the boundary or they would be put to death. 

Exodus Chapter 20- God gives Moses the Ten Commandments to give the people boundaries and guidelines for their relationships with God and with each other. 

Now against the backdrop of boundaries let’s continue our discussion about Grace. 
1. Why do you think God gave us boundaries?

2. Let’s read through the passages in Romans that John spoke from on Sunday. 
a. Read Romans 1:16, 18, 29-32, 2:1, 3:22-24, 27-28.  Gal. 2:16, 21.
b. Based on these verses what is God saying to us about Grace?
c. What is God saying to us about judging others? 

d. Can we lose our salvation by continuing to sin after we have accepted the gift of Grace through faith in Christ? Which verses support your opinion?

3. Read Romans 5:20.

a. How far does God’s grace extend in our lives? Is there a limit? 
b. What is our motivation to live a sinless life if God’s grace increases all the more where sin increases?

c. Is Paul advocating that we live a life of sin? Read Romans 6:1, 15.

4. How do you view God’s commands and boundaries in your life? 
a. On a scale of 1-10, 10 being “I want to follow God’s commands” and 1 being “I have to follow God’s commands”, where do you view God’s boundary lines in your life?

5. Let’s pray about all we just discussed. 
No Trespassing
Exodus 18-20

“…keep all my commands always, so that it might go well…”               Deut. 5:29(NIV)

Maximize ____Freedom_____________, stay in ____bounds______________.

I am not ashamed of the gospel, because it is the power of God for the salvation of everyone who believes… The wrath of God is being revealed from heaven against all the godlessness and wickedness of men…”                Rom. 1:16,18(NIV)

________ have become filled with every kind of wickedness, evil, greed and depravity. _______ are full of envy, murder, strife, deceit and malice. _______ are gossips, 30slanderers, God-haters, insolent, arrogant and boastful; _______ invent ways of doing evil; _______ disobey their parents; 31 _________ are senseless, faithless, heartless, ruthless. 32Although ________ know God's righteous decree that those who do such things deserve death, ________ not only continue to do these very things but also approve of those who practice them.                                      Rom. 1:29-32(NIV)

“_______, therefore, have no excuse, _______ who pass judgment on someone else, for at whatever point _______ judge the other, ________ are condemning ____________________…”                                 Rom. 2:1(NIV)

“What shall we conclude then? Are we any betterF9 ? Not at all!...                                                          Rom. 3:9(NIV)

“This righteousness from God comes through faith in Jesus Christ to all who believe. There is no difference, 23for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God, 24and are justified freely by his grace through the redemption that came by Christ Jesus.”                                                         Rom. 3:22-24(NIV)

“Where, then, is boasting? It is excluded. On what principle? On that of observing the law? No, but on that of faith. 28For we maintain that a man is justified by faith _____________ from observing the law”                                        Rom. 3:27-28(NIV)

a man is not justified by observing the law, but by faith in Jesus Christ. So we, too, have put our faith in Christ Jesus that we may be justified by faith in Christ and _______ by observing the law, because by observing the law no one will be justified… if righteousness could be gained through the law, Christ died for nothing!"        Gal. 2:16,21(NIV)

“…where sin increased, grace increased all the more,”        Rom. 5:20(NIV)

I CAN’T OUT ___Sin____________ GOD.

“What shall we say, then? Shall we go on sinning so that grace may increase? 2By no means!... Shall we sin because we are not under law but under grace? By no means!”                             Rom. 6:1,15(NIV)

