Discussion Questions – The Price is Right (03/23/08)

Ground Rule: (Group Leaders, please read aloud to the group) Tonight we are going to be discussing a concept that has been debated by scholars and theologians for many years.  Volumes of commentaries and books have been written on this subject, and different denominations and church splits have originated from schools of thoughts on each side of the debate. So our one and only ground rule is to agree to disagree. We will probably not all come to same conclusion, but we can learn a lot from each other in sharing our different perspectives. So with great love and humility, let’s begin our discussion with prayer, asking the Holy Spirit to guide our discussions. 
1. What did you think of the concept of there being two crosses—the “Cross Confusion”—that John talked about on Sunday? 
a. What did the two crosses symbolize?

b. Do you agree with the idea that there are two crosses? Why?

2. John showed a movie clip in which a stranger gave his brand new car to another stranger who was in need of a car. 

a. For bonus points: what movie was the clip from? (Pay It Forward)
b. How did the guy in the movie respond? 

c. Have you ever been offered something by a stranger claiming it was totally free? How did you respond? Or how would you respond?
3. John talked about the cross of Christ being a totally free gift of grace that is totally independent of what we do or how we live our lives. How does this concept of totally free gift of grace given to all men impact you?
4. Let’s look at a few scriptures on salvation by grace alone:

a. Read Romans 5:14-21
b. Read Romans 3:21-28
c. Galatians 3:10-14, 21-25
d. What do these scriptures say to you about the concept of God’s grace?

5. Now let’s look at these scriptures on salvation by grace plus actions/works/living a Christian life:

a. Romans 6:1-14

b. James 2:14-26
c. Matthew 7:13-14, 21-23

d. What do think these scriptures are saying?

6. Let’s pray about all we just discussed. 
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“May I never boast of anything except the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ…”   Gal. 6:14(NRSV)

“I passed on to you what was most important and what had also been passed on to me – that Christ died for our sins…”                                                                    1 Cor. 15:3(NLT)

“For the message of the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but to us who are being saved it is the power of God.”                                                         1 Cor. 1:18(NIV)

“For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith--and this not from yourselves, it is the gift of God-- 9not by works, so that no one can boast.”                            Eph. 2:8,9(NIV)

“…continue to work out your salvation with fear and trembling…”                    Phil. 2:12(NIV)

Large crowds were traveling with Jesus, and turning to them he said: 26"If anyone comes to me and does not hate his father and mother, his wife and children, his brothers and sisters--yes, even his own life--he cannot be my disciple. 27And anyone who does not carry his cross and follow me cannot be my disciple.                       Luke 14:25-27(NIV)

“If you love your father or mother or even your sons and daughters more than me, you are not fit to be my disciples.”                                                                         Matt. 10:37(CEV)

“Suppose one of you wants to build a tower. Will he not first sit down and estimate the cost to see if he has enough money to complete it? 29For if he lays the foundation and is not able to finish it, everyone who sees it will ridicule him, 30saying, 'This fellow began to build and was not able to finish.' 31 Or suppose a king is about to go to war against another king. Will he not first sit down and consider whether he is able with ten thousand men to oppose the one coming against him with twenty thousand? 32If he is not able, he will send a delegation while the other is still a long way off and will ask for terms of peace. 33In the same way, any of you who does not give up everything he has cannot be my disciple.”  

                                                                                                         Luke 14:28-33(NIV)

"These who have turned the world upside down have come here too.”    Acts 17:6(NKJV)

______Sign _________     __up______ today!                      
