Discussion Questions – Real Life: Facing Life’s Daily Battles (03/16/08)

Real Life Series

Please do not feel under any pressure to get through all the questions.  Instead, in prayer, ask God to guide you to a few questions that will help facilitate group discussion.  

1. Let’s review from Sunday’s message, what were the two action points that Derek gave us for facing life’s daily battles? Which one spoke to you the most? (Pray for the small stuff, Find a partner). 

2. Derek focused on Exodus 17, verses 8-16, but let’s back up a little and see what happened just before the battle with the Amalekites. Read verses 1-7.

a. What are the Israelites grumbling about now?

b. What was God’s response to Moses in verses 5-6? 
3. Now let’s look at verses 8-16. 

a. What is significant about Moses’ staff? How has God instructed Moses to use it in the past, from the time they left Egypt until now? (List as many examples as you can. Feel free to use the bible.)

b. What did the lifting of Moses’ hands symbolize?

c. What role did Aaron and Hur play?

d. What did the Israelites learn about God from this experience on the battlefield? (verses 15-16). 

4. What do you think God is trying to say to us today through v8-16? 

5. Who do you identify with most when you are facing a challenge - Moses or Joshua? 

a. Would you characterize yourself as a pray-er or a do-er? Why? 

Suggestion: break into smaller, same sex groups to discuss the following questions and pray together.

6. Looking at the story Aaron and Hur played a very important role - they supported Moses in calling out to God. Now let’s look at our own lives, do you feel it is important to have a spiritual partner? Why or why not?

a. Do you have anyone you can share your life with and share your spiritual journey with? 

b. Is there someone in your life that you want to pray about asking to become your partner in your spiritual journey?
7. Let’s pray. Pray about all that was revealed tonight. 

Facing Life’s Daily Battles
Exodus 17:8-16
 

 

Exodus 17:8-9 (NIV): The Amalekites came and attacked the Israelites at Rephidim. 9 Moses said to Joshua, "Choose some of our men and go out to fight the Amalekites.  Tomorrow I will stand on top of the hill with the staff of God in my hands."
 

 

 

Pray for the small stuff.  
 

 

 

Exodus 17:10-13 (NIV): So Joshua fought the Amalekites as Moses had ordered, and Moses, Aaron and Hur went to the top of the hill. 11 As long as Moses held up his hands, the Israelites were winning, but whenever he lowered his hands, the Amalekites were winning.  12 When Moses' hands grew tired, they took a stone and put it under him and he sat on it. Aaron and Hur held his hands up—one on one side, one on the other—so that his hands remained steady till sunset. 13 So Joshua overcame the Amalekite army with the sword.
 

 

 

Find a partner (or two).
 

 

 

Matthew 26:36-38 (NLT): 36 Then Jesus went with them to the olive grove called Gethsemane, and he said, “Sit here while I go over there to pray.” 37 He took Peter and Zebedee’s two sons, James and John, and he became anguished and distressed. 38 He told them, “My soul is crushed with grief to the point of death. Stay here and keep watch with me.”
 

 

 

 

 

Exodus 17:14-16 (NIV): Then the LORD said to Moses, "Write this on a scroll as something to be remembered and make sure that Joshua hears it, because I will completely blot out the memory of Amalek from under heaven." 15 Moses built an altar and called it The LORD is my Banner. 16 He said, "For hands were lifted up to the throne of the LORD…”
 

 
