Discussion Questions - Moving Forward (02/17/08)

New Beginnings (part 5 of 6)

Icebreaker: To kick off the sermon, Derek used a movie clip from Tommy Boy to illustrate someone freaking out.  What’s a good movie you’ve seen in the past year or so?

1. Exodus 13:17-14:31 is a well known passage of the Old Testament.  You might have heard this story many times, but try to read it again afresh.  As we read the passage aloud, notice what words or phrases stand out to you.  

a. Give each person a chance to share what words or phrases catch their attention and what they mean to them.

Note: God hardening Pharaoh’s heart has been the subject of tremendous debate among scholars.  In Exodus, roughly half the time it says Pharaoh hardened his heart and the other half it says God hardened Pharaoh’s heart.  This is one of the many things in the Bible we are left to ponder…
b. What do you think of God’s response (through Moses) to the Israelites’ complaining in Ex 14:10-12?  
c. Based on the passage (13:17-14:31), what does God appear to be most concerned about?  How does that speak to you?

d. What was the outcome of this passage (13:17-14:31)?  Does that have any significance to us today?

2. The two application points from Exodus 14:13-14 (when we’re in the midst of our battles) are to stand firm and be still.  Which one do you think is harder to do?  Why?

Suggestion: break into smaller, same sex groups to discuss the following questions and pray together.

3. Since we’re in the middle of this sermon series on Exodus and new beginnings, what do you think is the new beginning that God is calling you to?  (Is it something you believe he wants you to start, or stop, or overcome, or break free from?  What is your new beginning this year?)
4. What challenge, battle, struggle or worry are you facing right now?  If nothing comes to mind, what’s the thing that’s on your mind the most these days?

a. Do either of the action points from Ex 14:13-14 – Stand Firm (trust Me) or Be still (focus on Me) speak to you in your situation?  How so?

b. How can we pray for one another?

Moving Forward
Exodus 13:17-14:31

Exodus 14:10-12 (NIV): As Pharaoh approached, the Israelites looked up, and there were the Egyptians, marching after them.  They were terrified and cried out to the LORD.  11 They said to Moses, “Was it because there were no graves in Egypt that you brought us to the desert to die?  What have you done to us by bringing us out of Egypt?  12 Didn’t we say to you in Egypt, ‘Leave us alone; let us serve the Egyptians?’  It would have been better for us to serve the Egyptians than to die in the desert!”

Exodus 14:13-14 (NIV): Moses answered the people, “Do not be afraid.  Stand firm and you will see the deliverance the Lord will bring you today.  The Egyptians you see today you will never see again.  14 The LORD will fight for you; you need only to be still.”

Stand Firm (trust me)
Be Still (focus on me)

