What Has God Done?

Discussion Questions - 2/10/08

Leaders: pick one or two of the first five questions but don’t spend too much time on them.  Make sure you have a good amount of time for questions 6-10 in smaller groups.

1. On Sunday Derek used a visual representation of the Passover, what were the elements on the table and what was significant about them? Give as much detail as you can remember. (Don’t look at the text. Try and do it from memory). 
2. Read Exodus 12. What is the significance of the Passover? 

a. What does the blood on the door post symbolize (12-13)?

b. Why did the Israelites have to eat in haste?
c. Why was it important for them to eat bread without yeast? (14-17)

d. What were the Israelites instructed to answer their children if questioned about the significance of the ceremony? (26-27)
3. What was Pharaoh’s response to the Plague of the Firstborn (31)?

4. What did the Israelites take from the Egyptians?  (35) Why is this significant?

5. How long had the Israelites lived in Egypt? 
6. Why does the text say the Israelites are to keep vigil (42)?
7. Read Exodus 13
a. What did God tell Moses to do regarding the firstborn in the land? Why?
b. What did Moses command the Israelites to do in the very next verses? 

c. Again, what was the significance of eating bread without yeast according to verses 8-9? 

Break into same sex groups of 2-4 people for questions 6-10.  Focus on the one or two questions that your group is interested in talking about.  Don’t worry about covering all five questions.

8. Derek talked a lot about the importance of remembering what God has done, and we have just read about how God lead the Israelites to commemorate the Exodus. Why do you think it is so important to remember what God has done in our lives?   
9. Let’s look back over our lives can you think of a time when you had an experience with God, where God spoke to you, or changed you, or set you free from some area of bondage in your life, or some other defining moment in your life?

a. What happened?

b. When did it happen? Try and give a date. If you remember the day that is great, if not, how about a month and year. 
10. Derek issued a challenge to us on Sunday, to commemorate these moments in our lives. What could we do to celebrate these defining moments in our lives? Be creative. Make a list. Consider using some of these ideas to celebrate your God moment. 
11. Stay in small groups to pray.  In light of what we’ve talked about, how can we pray for each other?  

What Has God Done?

Exodus 11-13

Exodus 12:1-13(NLT): 1 While the Israelites were still in the land of Egypt, the Lord gave the following instructions to Moses and Aaron: 2 “From now on, this month will be the first month of the year for you. 3 Announce to the whole community of Israel that on the tenth day of this month each family must choose a lamb or a young goat for a sacrifice, one animal for each household. 4 If a family is too small to eat a whole animal, let them share with another family in the neighborhood. Divide the animal according to the size of each family and how much they can eat. 5 The animal you select must be a one-year-old male, either a sheep or a goat, with no defects.  6 “Take special care of this chosen animal until the evening of the fourteenth day of this first month. Then the whole assembly of the community of Israel must slaughter their lamb or young goat at twilight. 7 They are to take some of the blood and smear it on the sides and top of the doorframes of the houses where they eat the animal. 8 That same night they must roast the meat over a fire and eat it along with bitter salad greens and bread made without yeast.  9 Do not eat any of the meat raw or boiled in water. The whole animal—including the head, legs, and internal organs—must be roasted over a fire. 10 Do not leave any of it until the next morning. Burn whatever is not eaten before morning.  11 “These are your instructions for eating this meal: Be fully dressed, wear your sandals, and carry your walking stick in your hand. Eat the meal with urgency, for this is the Lord’s Passover.  12 On that night I will pass through the land of Egypt and strike down every firstborn son and firstborn male animal in the land of Egypt. I will execute judgment against all the gods of Egypt, for I am the Lord! 13 But the blood on your doorposts will serve as a sign, marking the houses where you are staying. When I see the blood, I will pass over you. This plague of death will not touch you when I strike the land of Egypt.

Exodus 12:14-16(NLT): “This is a day to remember. Each year, from generation to generation, you must celebrate it as a special festival to the Lord. This is a law for all time. 15 For seven days the bread you eat must be made without yeast. On the first day of the festival, remove every trace of yeast from your homes. Anyone who eats bread made with yeast during the seven days of the festival will be cut off from the community of Israel. 16 On the first day of the festival and again on the seventh day, all the people must observe an official day for holy assembly. No work of any kind may be done on these days except in the preparation of food.

Exodus 13:3(NLT): So Moses said to the people, “This is a day to remember forever—the day you left Egypt, the place of your slavery…”

Exodus 13:9(NLT): This annual festival will be a visible sign to you, like a mark branded on your hand or your forehead.  Let it remind you always to recite this teaching of the Lord: ‘With a strong hand, the Lord rescued you from Egypt.’

Remember what God has done.
