Discussion Questions – How to Recognize God’s Voice (02/03/08)

Leaders: pick one or two of the first six questions but don’t spend too much time on them.  Make sure you have a good amount of time for questions 7-11 in smaller groups.

1. Just to refresh our memories (and without looking at your outline), what are the three ways God speaks to us that John talked about on Sunday?  

2. What is the significance of the Hebrew word for desert according to John’s sermon? (Ans. The Hebrew Word for desert means to speak). Now for fun, name some other bible characters that you can think of that had desert encounters with God. (No pressure, you can use your bible. As a group try to think of 3-5 examples.) 

3. Ok, for fun, let’s see who can name all ten plagues (try and do it without looking first). For Bonus points, who can list them in the order in which they happened? 

4. Compare Exodus 1:22 and Exodus 11:5, what is significant about this plague on the first born in light of Galatians 6:7? 

5. Read Exodus 3:7-8.  What four characteristics about God can we learn from the way God responded to the Israelites cries? 

6. Read Exodus 6:1-12.  

a. By what name did God reveal himself to Moses? Look at verse 3, what is significant about God revealing his name to Moses verses the way he revealed himself to Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob? 

b. According to verses 4 and 5, why is God sensitive to the groaning of the Israelites? 

c. Let’s list the 7 “I will” statements that we find in verses 6-8. If you are into marking your bible, let’s underline every time “I will” appears in the bible. According to these verses, why does God say he is doing all the things that he said “I will” do? 

Break into same sex groups of 2-4 people for questions 6-10.  Focus on one or two questions that your group is interested in talking about.  Don’t worry about covering all five questions.

7. What do you think it means to put yourself in a desert?   Have you ever had a desert experience? What were the circumstances or what happened? What did you learn? 

8. God wants to possess your life, to fill your life with his Spirit. How does that impact you? Are you willing to allow God to take possession of your life? Why or why not? 

9. What do you think is standing in the way of allowing God to completely fill your life? 

10. Let’s look back at the text, notice after God tells Moses all that He will do for the Israelites, Moses goes back to the Israelites and relays the message, according to verse 9, how did the Israelites respond?  
a. Can you relate to how the Israelites might have been feeling? Have you ever had a time in your life that you were so discouraged that it was hard for you to hear God’s voice of deliverance or encouragement in your life? 

11. Stay in small groups to pray.  How can we pray for each other?  

How To Recognize God’s Voice

“Now Moses was tending the flock of Jethro his father-in-law, the priest of Midian, and he led the flock to the far side of the desert and came to Horeb, the mountain of God… 7 The LORD said, ‘I have indeed seen the misery of my people in Egypt. I have heard them crying out because of their slave drivers, and I am concerned about their suffering. 8 So I have come down to rescue them…”                                                                           Ex. 3:1,7,8(NIV)

God speaks in the desert: put yourself in one.

“The voice of the LORD shakes the desert.”                                                  Psm. 29:8(NIV)
“From now on I will reveal to you new things…”                                             Isa. 48:6(GW)

God speaks in our circumstances: take note of yours.

“But I know that the king of Egypt will not let you go unless a mighty hand compels him. 20 So I will stretch out my hand and strike the Egyptians with all the wonders that I will perform among them. After that, he will let you go.”                                                 Ex. 3:19,20(NIV)

God speaks in His name: believe it.

Redemption “…I will bring you out…  I will free you…  I will redeem you…”         Ex. 6:6(NIV)

Adoption  “I will take you as my own people…  I will be your God.                     Ex. 6:7(NIV)

Possession  “I will bring you to the land…  I will give it to you as a possession. I am the LORD.”                                                                                                           Ex. 6:8(NIV)

