Are You Expecting?

Discussion Questions - 1/27/08

Leaders: pick one or two of the first five questions but don’t spend too much time on them.  Make sure you have a good amount of time for questions 6-10 in smaller groups.
1. Just to refresh our memories (and without looking at your outline), what are the five things we can expect when we allow God to lead us to making a fresh start according to God’s plan, based on the story of Moses that John talked about on Sunday?  Who can name the most?
2. Ok, let’s test our knowledge of the story of Moses: 

a. What tribe were Moses’ parents from? 

b. Who raised Moses and why? 

c. Why did Moses run from Egypt to Midian? 

d. According to Ex 2:23-25, what caused God to be concerned about the Israelites? 

3. Read Exodus 3. 

a. What was Moses called to do when he encountered God (Ex 3:10)? 

b. What were Moses’ excuses? What were God’s assurances? 

c. What did God promise to do to make sure the Israelites didn’t leave Egypt empty handed? Why do you think God commanded them to do that? 

4. Read Exodus 4.  

a. What were the signs God showed Moses? If you were Moses, which of these signs would you have been most impressed or convinced by? 

b. What did Moses finally say that made God’s anger burn against him? What was God’s response? (Ex 4:14-16). 

c. What does this interchange reveal to you about the character of God? 
5. Did you learn anything new about Moses (from Sunday’s sermon) that you didn’t know before?
Break into same sex groups of 2-4 people for questions 6-10.  Focus on the one or two questions that your group is interested in talking about.  Don’t worry about covering all five questions.
6. Of the five things we can expect when we decide to engage God and follow his plan and path to a new beginning, which one seems the hardest for you to accept? Why?   

7. Have you ever sensed God calling you to something only to turn around and face a major test or a season of humbling? Please share. 

8. Do you have an expectation in your heart that God is going to do something new and fresh in your life in 2008?  If not now, at what times in your life have you felt this expectation?  Why do you think that is? 

9. Have you ever had an encounter with God? What were the circumstances? 

10. Stay in small groups to pray.  In light of what we’ve talked about, how can we pray for each other?  
New Beginnings

Are You Expecting?

“…be ready, for the Son of Man is coming at an hour you do not expect.”

Luke 12:40 (NKJV)
“I lay my requests before you and wait in expectation.”  Psm. 5:3 (NIV)
“…creation waits in eager expectation…”  Rom. 8:19 (NIV)

“Now a man of the house of Levi married a Levite woman, 2 and she became pregnant and gave birth to a son. When she saw that he was a fine child, she hid him for three months. 3 But when she could hide him no longer, she got a papyrus basket for him and coated it with tar and pitch. Then she placed the child in it and put it among the reeds along the bank of the Nile. 4 His sister stood at a distance to see what would happen to him.”  Ex. 2:1-4 (NIV)

By faith Moses' parents hid him for three months after he was born, because they saw he was no ordinary child, and they were not afraid of the king's edict.
Heb. 11:23 (NIV)
EXPECT to be called and encountered by God.

When Moses was forty years old, he decided to visit his fellow Israelites. 24 He saw one of them being mistreated by an Egyptian, so he went to his defense and avenged him by killing the Egyptian. 25 Moses thought that his own people would realize that God was using him to rescue them, but they did not.
Acts 7:23-25 (NIV)

EXPECT a little humbling.

“Moses was educated in all the wisdom of the Egyptians and was powerful in speech and action.”  Acts 7:22 (NIV)
“So he looked this way and that way, and when he saw no one, he killed the Egyptian and hid him in the sand.”  Ex. 2:12 (NKJV)

EXPECT a change of plans. (Chapters 3-4)

· I am a nobody

· I don’t know your name

· I am unbelievable

· I am a poor communicator

EXPECT to be tested.

“On the journey, when Moses and his family had stopped for the night, the LORD confronted Moses and was about to kill him. 25 But Zipporah, his wife, took a flint knife and circumcised her son. She threw the foreskin at Moses' feet and said, ‘What a blood-smeared bridegroom you are to me!’ 26 When she called Moses a ‘blood-smeared bridegroom,’ she was referring to the circumcision. After that, the LORD left him alone.”  Ex. 4:24-26 (NLT)

EXPECT the time of your life.
