Starting Over

Discussion Questions - 1/20/08
Leaders: allow the first half (or less) of discussion time for questions 1-3 (these should go relatively quickly) so you have at least half the time for discussion in smaller groups.

1. Just to refresh our memories, what are the two starting over principles from Exodus chapter 1 that John talked about on Sunday?
Icebreaker: Starting over principle #1 is “work on your memory.” On a scale of 1-10, how is your memory?  What things do you find the hardest to remember?

2. Read Exodus 1:1-14. 

a. What was the new king’s problem with the Israelites? What did he do to try and control the Israelites? 

b. Did Pharaoh’s control tactics work? What was the result? 

c. What did Pharaoh devise as his second population control tactic? 

3. Read Exodus 1:15-22.  Notice the sharp contrast between Pharaoh’s fears and the fear of the midwives.  Which fear ultimately led to success?  What does that tell us about our own fears? 

BREAK INTO SAME SEX GROUPS OF 2-4 PEOPLE FOR QUESTIONS 4-7.
4. Read Exodus 1:8 again.  A good memory can go a long way in breaking free from bad habits or areas of struggle in our lives.  Think about a time when you struggled with a bad habit or difficult issue that you eventually overcame.  How were you able to overcome it?  Please share only as you feel comfortable.
5. We have just read about how fear can be a motivator toward good actions that bring life, or a motivator toward bad actions that bring death, depending on where your fears lie. Is fear a motivator in your life?  If so, how?
6. Has the fear of God ever motivated you to act or not act in a particular situation? What was the circumstance?  What was the result?  
7. Stay in small groups to pray.  In light of what we’ve talked about, how can we pray for each other?   

Starting Over

“Do not be deceived, God is not mocked; for whatever a man sows, this he will also reap.”  Gal. 6:7 (NASB)
“Now Joseph and all his brothers and all that generation died, 7 but the Israelites were fruitful and multiplied greatly and became exceedingly numerous, so that the land was filled with them. 8 Then a new king, who did not know about Joseph, came to power in Egypt.”  Ex. 1:6-8 (NIV)

Starting Over Principle #1:
Work on your memory.
“So Moses said to the people, ‘This is a day to remember forever – the day you left Egypt, the place of your slavery.’”  Ex. 13:3 (NLT)
“…remember what you were in the past. 12 At that time you were apart from Christ… you lived in this world without hope and without God.”  Eph. 2:11,12 (GN)
“Remember this, and do not forget it! Think about these things, you who turn against God. 9 Remember what happened long ago. Remember that I am God, and there is no other God.”  Isa. 46:8, 9 (NCV)

Starting Over Principle #2:
Use your fears wisely.

“The king of Egypt said to the Hebrew midwives, whose names were Shiphrah and Puah, 16 ‘When you help the Hebrew women in childbirth and observe them on the delivery stool, if it is a boy, kill him; but if it is a girl, let her live.’ 17 The midwives, however, feared God and did not do what the king of Egypt had told them to do; they let the boys live.”  Ex. 1:15-17 (NIV)
“The fear of the LORD is the beginning of knowledge…”  Pr. 1:7 (NIV)
“Now, people of Israel, listen! What does the Lord your God really want from you? The Lord wants you to respect him and do what he says.”  Deut. 10:12 (ERV)

