Discussion Questions: The Power of Wisdom

1. Being with Prayer. Ask God to guide you and speak to you through his Word. 

2. Read Proverbs 8 and 9 aloud. 

a. What do these verses tell us about wisdom? List as many attributes of wisdom as you can.

b. What are some of the possessions of wisdom? (Example: Proverbs 8:12)

c. What things are detestable to wisdom?

d. What does Proverbs 8:22 tell us about the age of wisdom (hint: how long has wisdom been around)? 

e. What evidence do we have that wisdom loves to worship God? Which verse(s) support your answer? (Proverbs. 8:30)

f. According to verse 33, what can we do to become wise?

g. List the blessings a person receives by listening to wisdom? (Proverbs. 8:34-36)

h. According to Proverbs. 9:10, how do we begin to attain wisdom?

3. Read Genesis 47:13-27. Which verses stand out to you?

4. According to Sunday’s message, what generational curse or pattern did Joseph’s actions potentially set in motion? (answer: Slavery)

5. How did this affect Joseph’s children for 400 years? Glance forward to Ex 1:8-14, what do we learn about the treatment of the Israelites by the Egyptians?

6. How can we protect ourselves from making unwise decisions? List the three steps John gave us during the message. (Pursue wisdom, follow wisdom, and choose wisdom).

7. How often should we seek wisdom? What are some practical tools we have to help us attain wisdom? (Answer: Pray-ask God, Read the bible-listen to God)

8. Let’s pray now and ask God to pour buckets of wisdom on us. 

The Power of Wisdom

“Happy is the person who finds wisdom and gains understanding. 14For the profit of wisdom is better than silver, and her wages are better than gold. 15Wisdom is more precious than rubies; nothing you desire can compare with her.”                                                    Pr. 3:13-15(NLT)

“Wisdom is worth much more than precious jewels or anything else you desire.”        

                                                                                                                               Pr. 8:11(CEV)

“My suggestion is that you find the wisest man in Egypt and put him in charge of a nationwide program.”                                                                                                            Gen. 41:33(NLT)

“So then, it was not you who sent me here, but God. He made me father to Pharaoh, lord of his entire household and ruler of all Egypt.”                                                                Gen. 45:8(NIV)

“The time of hunger became worse. There was no food anywhere in the land. Egypt and Canaan became very poor because of this bad time. 14People in the land bought more and more grain. Joseph saved the money and brought it to Pharaoh’s house. 15After some time, the people in Egypt and Canaan had no money left. They had spent all their money to buy grain. So the people of Egypt went to Joseph and said, ‘Please give us food. Our money is gone. If we don’t eat, we will die while you are watching.’16But Joseph answered, ‘Give me your cattle, and I will give you food.’ 17So the people used their cattle and horses and all their other animals to buy food. And that year, Joseph gave them food and took their animals.18But the next year, people had no animals and nothing to buy food with. So the people went to Joseph and said, ‘You know that we have no money left. And all our animals belong to you. So we have nothing left—only what you see—our bodies and our land. 19Surely we will die while you are watching. But if you give us food, then we will give Pharaoh our land, and we will be his slaves. Give us seed so that we can plant. Then we will live and not die. And the land will grow food for us again.’20So Joseph bought all the land in Egypt for Pharaoh. All the people in Egypt sold Joseph their fields. They did this because they were very hungry. 21And all the people became slaves of Pharaoh. Everywhere in Egypt, people were Pharaoh’s slaves.                                                                                 Gen. 47:13-21(ERV)

Step 1  ___Pursue___________ wisdom.

“Wisdom is supreme; therefore get wisdom.”                                                             Pr. 4:7(NIV)

“If any of you needs wisdom to know what you should do, you should ask God, and he will give it to you.”                                                                                                                   James 1:5(GW) 

Step 2  __Follow_____________ wisdom.

“Christ is the mighty power of God and the wonderful wisdom of God.”            1 Cor. 1:24(NLT)

“He[Christ] is the key that opens all the hidden treasures of God's wisdom and knowledge.”   

                                                                                                                                    Col. 2:3(GN)

Step 3 __Choose______________ wisdom.

“Since you were a child you have known the Holy Scriptures which are able to make you wise.” 2 Tim. 3:15(NCV)

