   Discussion Questions: The Power of the Forgiveness
1. Read Genesis 42-45. 

a. From what you have just read how would you describe Joseph’s feelings toward his brothers? 

b. Does it seem like Joseph has fully forgiven his brothers? 

c. What test did Joseph but his brothers through to test their honesty?

d. What tests did Joseph set up to test how his brothers really felt toward Benjamin? 

e. What test did Joseph use to test his brothers maturity?

f. How has Judah changed from the way he acted 13 years ago? What verses support your answer?

2. Why should we forgive, what are the merits of forgiveness according to this Sunday’s Message? (Answers:
a. We are called to forgive

b. We need to reflect God. God is a forgiver

c. We free ourselves by forgiving)
d. We need to get out of God’s way, and leave room for God to work on the other person. 

3. Read Ephesians 4:32. What does this scripture tell us about forgiveness? 

4. On a scale of 1-10 (one being the easiest and ten being the hardest) how hard is it for you to forgive? How can we tap into the power of God to help us forgive?
5. What word picture did John use to explain the meaning of the word Forgiveness? (Answer: Un-forgiveness is like tying the person who has hurt you on your back) forgiveness means to cut loose from the pain/hurt that the other person has caused, by releasing them) How did this illustration of the meaning of forgiveness change or impact your understanding of the meaning of forgiveness? 
6. Have you ever been in a situation where you struggled with un-forgiveness? How did you finally break-free from un-forgiveness? 
7. Does forgiveness mean that once you have forgiven someone that you let them back into your life? What should you do first to determine whether you let someone back into your life once you forgive them?
8. Is there a situation in your life now where you need to forgive someone and you are having a hard time cutting them loose? How can we pray for you? 

The Power of Forgiveness

“When Jacob heard that there was grain available in Egypt, he said to his sons, ‘Why are you standing around looking at one another? 2I have heard there is grain in Egypt. Go down and buy some for us before we all starve to death.’ 3So Joseph's ten older brothers went down to Egypt to buy grain. 4Jacob wouldn't let Joseph's younger brother, Benjamin, go with them, however, for fear some harm might come to him.”                                                                 Gen. 42:1-4(NLT)

“Joseph's brothers didn't recognize him, but Joseph recognized them. 9And he remembered the dreams he had had many years before. He said to them, ‘You are spies! You have come to see how vulnerable our land has become.’"                                                                       Gen. 42:8,9(NLT)

Why forgive?

1. We need to _obey_____ God. “…when you are praying, first forgive anyone you are holding a grudge against…”                                                                                               Mark 11:25(NLT)

2. We need to _reflect__________ God.  “Then said Jesus, ‘Father, forgive them; for they know not what they do.’”                                                                                       Luke 23:34(KJV)

“Be kind and compassionate to one another, forgiving each other, just as in Christ God forgave you.”                                                                                                                       Eph. 4:32(NIV)

3. We need to _free_____ ourselves. “Joseph named his firstborn Manasseh and said, ‘It is because God has made me forget all my trouble…’”                                          Gen. 41:51(NIV)

4. We need to ___get out_____ of God’s way. “Do not take revenge, my friends, but leave room for God's wrath, for it is written: ‘It is mine to avenge; I will repay,’ says the Lord.”

                                                                                                             Rom. 12:19(NIV)

Forgiveness does not lack Justice_ or sound Judgement!

The test of honesty___________.  “Israel said, ‘Why are you making my life so difficult! Why did you ever tell the man you had another brother?’ 7They said, ‘The man pressed us hard, asking pointed questions about our family: ‘Is your father alive? Do you have another brother?' So we answered his questions. How did we know that he'd say, ‘Bring your brother here’?’"                                                                                                                Gen. 43:6,7(Msg)

The test of _contentment________________.  Their food was served to them from Joseph's own table. He gave the largest serving to Benjamin—five times as much as to any of the others.”

                                                                                                                            Gen. 43:34(NLT)

The test of _maturity______________.  "’What can we say to my lord?’ Judah replied. ‘What can we say? How can we prove our innocence? God has uncovered your servants' guilt. We are now my lord's slaves-we ourselves and the one who was found to have the cup… Now then, please let your servant remain here as my lord's slave in place of the boy, and let the boy return with his brothers. 34 How can I go back to my father if the boy is not with me? No! Do not let me see the misery that would come upon my father.’"                                                                       Gen. 44:16,33,34(NIV)
