Discussion Questions – The Power of Faith (11/18/07)
Group leader: please use these questions as a guide for your group discussion.  Pick the few questions that resonate with you rather than trying to go through all of them.
1. Pick someone from the group to read aloud Genesis 39:19- 40:23.  Does anything stand out to you about this text as you hear it aloud?  
2. Imagine how excited Joseph must have been the day the cupbearer was restored to his position in Pharaoh’s court (40:21).  Then imagine how he must have felt after waiting and waiting and waiting for two years for the cupbearer to remember him (40:23).  Imagine how his prayers must have changed from that first day to late in the second year.  Have you ever been deeply disappointed in God?  What happened?
3. In Genesis 39, it mentions four times that the Lord was with Joseph (v2, 3, 21, 23) during his time of slavery and imprisonment.  Why do you think God emphasizes this point in the story?    
4. Why do you think it’s hard for us to believe God is with us when we’re going through the tough times in our lives?  
5. If we have times when we struggle to believe God is with us, is it possible we’ve put unrealistic expectations on God (in terms of what we expect him to do for us)?  What does God promise to do for us and what does he not necessarily promise to do for us?
6. From looking at Joseph’s actions toward the cupbearer and baker, it appears he believed that God had a purpose for him in prison (beyond just getting out).  What are some ways we find purpose within our circumstances?
7. Romans 8:28 tells us that God has a purpose in everything, but the reality is, often we won’t know what his purposes are until long after our situation is over.  What do we do in those times when we can’t find any purpose in our circumstances?  What do we do then?     
8. What things are you facing that we can pray about today? 
The Power of Faith

How to be a Success

Genesis 40:1-13 (NIV): 1 Some time later, the cupbearer and the baker of the king of Egypt offended their master, the king of Egypt. 2 Pharaoh was angry with his two officials, the chief cupbearer and the chief baker, 3 and put them in custody in the house of the captain of the guard, in the same prison where Joseph was confined. 4 The captain of the guard assigned them to Joseph, and he attended them.  After they had been in custody for some time, 5 each of the two men—the cupbearer and the baker of the king of Egypt, who were being held in prison—had a dream the same night, and each dream had a meaning of its own. 6 When Joseph came to them the next morning, he saw that they were dejected. 7 So he asked Pharaoh's officials who were in custody with him in his master's house, "Why are your faces so sad today?"  8 "We both had dreams," they answered, "but there is no one to interpret them." Then Joseph said to them, "Do not interpretations belong to God? Tell me your dreams." 9 So the chief cupbearer told Joseph his dream. He said to him, "In my dream I saw a vine in front of me, 10 and on the vine were three branches. As soon as it budded, it blossomed, and its clusters ripened into grapes. 11 Pharaoh's cup was in my hand, and I took the grapes, squeezed them into Pharaoh's cup and put the cup in his hand." 12 "This is what it means," Joseph said to him. "The three branches are three days. 13 Within three days Pharaoh will lift up your head and restore you to your position, and you will put Pharaoh's cup in his hand, just as you used to do when you were his cupbearer. 

Genesis 40:14-15 (NIV): But when all goes well with you, remember me and show me kindness; mention me to Pharaoh and get me out of this prison.  For I was forcibly carried off from the land of the Hebrews, and even here I have done nothing to deserve being put in a dungeon."

Genesis 40:23 (NIV): The chief cupbearer, however, did not remember Joseph; he forgot him.

Genesis 39:20-21 (NIV): …Joseph's master took him and put him in prison, the place where the king's prisoners were confined. But while Joseph was there in the prison, the LORD was with him…

Remember God is with you.

Genesis 40:8 (NIV): "We both had dreams," they answered, "but there is no one to interpret them."  Then Joseph said to them, "Do not interpretations belong to God? Tell me your dreams."

Hebrews 13:5 (NIV): …“Never will I leave you; never will I forsake you.”

Find purpose in your circumstances.

Genesis 40:6-8 (NIV): When Joseph came to them the next morning, he saw that they were dejected. 7 So he asked Pharaoh's officials who were in custody with him in his master's house, "Why are your faces so sad today?" "We both had dreams," they answered, "but there is no one to interpret them." 8 Then Joseph said to them, "Do not interpretations belong to God? Tell me your dreams."

Romans 8:28 (NIV): In all things God works…

