Discussion Questions – The Power of Proactivity (11/04/07)
Group leader: please use these questions as a guide for your group discussion.  Pick the few questions that resonate with you rather than trying to go through all of them.
1. Read aloud Genesis 34.  
a) Does anything stand out to you about this chapter as you hear it aloud?
b) How does Jacob’s response compare to that of his sons?  Which verses support your thinking?

c) According to Sunday’s sermon, what might a reason be for the difference in the way the sons responded verses the father?

2. Read aloud Genesis 37.  

a) Does anything stand out to you about this chapter as you hear it aloud?

b) What generational pattern do we see passed down from Abraham to Jacob?

c) Why did Jacob favor Joseph? 

d) If you were Joseph’s brothers how do you think you might have responded to his dream?

3. Read aloud Genesis 38.  

a) Does anything stand out to you about this chapter as you hear it aloud?

b) How do we see Jacob’s passivity passed down to Judah? 

c) What is significant about Tamar? Read Matthew 1:1-16. 
4. What are the dangers of passivity as we have seen throughout the lineage of Jacob?  
5. Why do we need to be proactive in our lives? 
6. How can we be proactive with God? 
7. John challenged us to read the bible for 15 minutes every morning and to pray for 15 minutes every morning. Can we as a group make a pact to hold each other accountable to be proactive about our relationship with God in prayer and by reading the bible? 
8. Let’s pray.

The Power of Pro-activity

                                        Genesis 37-38

“The LORD was with Joseph and made him successful. He lived in the house of his Egyptian master, 3who saw that the LORD was with Joseph and had made him successful in everything he did… The jailer did not have to look after anything for which Joseph was responsible, because the LORD was with Joseph and made him succeed in everything he did.”                                                              Gen. 39:2,2,23(GN)
“This is the history of Jacob's family. When Joseph was seventeen years old, he often tended his father's flocks with his half brothers, the sons of his father's wives Bilhah and Zilpah. But Joseph reported to his father some of the bad things his brothers were doing. 3Now Jacob loved Joseph more than any of his other children because Joseph had been born to him in his old age. So one day he gave Joseph a special gift—a beautiful robe. 4But his brothers hated Joseph because of their father's partiality. They couldn't say a kind word to him. 5One night Joseph had a dream and promptly reported the details to his brothers, causing them to hate him even more. 6’Listen to this dream,’ he announced. 7’We were out in the field tying up bundles of grain. My bundle stood up, and then your bundles all gathered around and bowed low before it!’ 8’So you are going to be our king, are you?’ his brothers taunted. And they hated him all the more for his dream and what he had said. 9Then Joseph had another dream and told his brothers about it. ‘Listen to this dream,’ he said. ‘The sun, moon, and eleven stars bowed low before me!’ 10This time he told his father as well as his brothers, and his father rebuked him. ‘What do you mean?’ his father asked. ‘Will your mother, your brothers, and I actually come and bow before you?’ 11But while his brothers were jealous of Joseph, his father gave it some thought and wondered what it all meant. 12Soon after this, Joseph's brothers went to pasture their father's flocks at Shechem. 13When they had been gone for some time, Jacob said to Joseph, ‘Your brothers are over at Shechem with the flocks. I'm going to send you to them.’ ‘I'm ready to go,’ Joseph replied. 14’Go and see how your brothers and the flocks are getting along,’ Jacob said. ‘Then come back and bring me word.’ So Jacob sent him on his way, and Joseph traveled to Shechem from his home in the valley of Hebron. 15When he arrived there, a man noticed him wandering around the countryside. ‘What are you looking for?’ he asked. 16’For my brothers and their flocks,’ Joseph replied. ‘Have you seen them?’ 17’Yes,’ the man told him, ‘but they are no longer here. I heard your brothers say they were going to Dothan.’ So Joseph followed his brothers to Dothan and found them there. 18When Joseph's brothers saw him coming, they recognized him in the distance and made plans to kill him.”                                                                                                               Gen. 37:2-18(NLT)

1). Be pro-active with _______.

**** Think like the ___________ not like the __________. ****

Pray for _____ minutes everyday.  1. Ask God to direct your prayer time.

                                                  2. Ask God to make you successful HIS WAY!

                                                 3. Ask God to speak to you through the Bible.

Read for ____ minutes everyday. (Genesis 37-50)

2). Be pro-active with ____________________.

