Discussion Questions – Giving Grace (10/28/07)
Group leader: please use these questions as a guide for your group discussion.  Pick the few questions that resonate with you rather than trying to go through all of them.
1. Pick someone from the group to read aloud Genesis 33.  
a) Does anything stand out to you about this chapter as you hear it aloud?
b) Does Jacob seem sincere in his interaction with Esau?  Which verses support your thinking?

c) What do verses 12-17 tell us about Jacob?  Esau?

d) Why do you think Jacob doesn’t end up living with Esau?

2. Have you ever had a time when someone gave you grace instead of judgment/condemnation?  What happened?  What impact did that have on you?  
3. Optional: read Matthew 18:21-35.  How does it sit with you that God expects us to give grace to others?  Why do you think God puts us through this horrible exercise of giving grace to those who don’t deserve it?
4. Read Luke 15:11-32.  What parallels do you see between this story and Genesis 33?

5. Like Esau in Genesis 33, have you ever made a decision to forgive someone and it wasn’t based on anything they did (if you haven’t, have you ever heard of anyone who’s done this)?  How did this affect you?
6. In your relationships right now, what opportunities do you have to give grace (undeserved favor) to others?  If you feel comfortable, please share the person/persons/situation that God has placed on your mind.
Giving Grace

What Genesis Tells Us about Relationships

Genesis 33:1-11 (NRSV): Now Jacob looked up and saw Esau coming, and four hundred men with him. So he divided the children among Leah and Rachel and the two maids. 2He put the maids with their children in front, then Leah with her children, and Rachel and Joseph last of all. 3He himself went on ahead of them, bowing himself to the ground seven times, until he came near his brother. 

4 But Esau ran to meet him, and embraced him, and fell on his neck and kissed him, and they wept. 5When Esau looked up and saw the women and children, he said, ‘Who are these with you?’ Jacob said, ‘The children whom God has graciously given your servant.’ 6Then the maids drew near, they and their children, and bowed down; 7Leah likewise and her children drew near and bowed down; and finally Joseph and Rachel drew near, and they bowed down. 8Esau said, ‘What do you mean by all this company that I met?’ Jacob answered, ‘To find favor with my lord.’ 9But Esau said, ‘I have enough, my brother; keep what you have for yourself.’ 10Jacob said, ‘No, please; if I find favor with you, then accept my present from my hand; for truly to see your face is like seeing the face of God—since you have received me with such favor. 11Please accept my gift that is brought to you, because God has dealt graciously with me, and because I have everything I want.’ So he urged him, and he took it. 

In my relationships, what opportunities do I have to give grace to others?

Matthew 18:21-22 (NIV): Then Peter came to Jesus and asked, "Lord, how many times shall I forgive my brother when he sins against me? Up to seven times?"  Jesus answered, "I tell you, not seven times, but seventy-seven times.

