Group Discussion Questions:
1. Read Gen 29 as a group. (Divide 5 or 6 verses per person).

2. Re-read Gen 29:2-3. What were the shepherds waiting for? Why do you think they needed all the flocks to be there? 

3. Look now at verses 8-10. What indication do we have the Jacob may have felt passionate about Rachel? 

4. How does what Laban did to Jacob in verses 22-25 compare to what Jacob did to Esau?

5. Looking at verses 31-35, describe the progression of emotions that Leah felt over not being loved by Jacob?

6. Read Gen 30 aloud.

7. How would you describe the family relationships in Jacob’s home?

8. After Rachel gave birth to Joseph what did Jacob ask Laban? Why?

9. What deal did Jacob strike with Laban?

10. How did Laban deceive Jacob?

11. How did Jacob feel about the what Laban treated him according to Gen 31-38-42?

12. Describe how the principle of sowing and reaping was played out in Jacob’s life? What did he sow? What did he reap?

13. Have you seen this principle played out in your life?

14. Is there an area in your life where you have been sowing good seed and are still waiting for a harvest? Share briefly, and let’s pray together as a group that our harvest in these areas will come. 
      The Relational Principle That Cannot Be Ignored

“After Jacob had stayed with him for a whole month, 15 Laban said to him, ‘Just because you are a relative of mine, should you work for me for nothing? Tell me what your wages should be.’ 16 Now Laban had two daughters; the name of the older was Leah, and the name of the younger was Rachel… 18 Jacob was in love with Rachel and said, ‘I'll work for you seven years in return for your younger daughter Rachel.’ 19 Laban said, ‘It's better that I give her to you than to some other man. Stay here with me.’ 20 So Jacob served seven years to get Rachel, but they seemed like only a few days to him because of his love for her… 

22 So Laban brought together all the people of the place and gave a feast. 23 But when evening came, he took his daughter Leah and gave her to Jacob, and Jacob lay with her. 24 And Laban gave his servant girl Zilpah to his daughter as her maidservant. 
25 When morning came, there was Leah! So Jacob said to Laban, ‘What is this you have done to me? I served you for Rachel, didn't I? Why have you deceived me?’ 26 Laban replied, ‘It is not our custom here to give the younger daughter in marriage before the older one. 27 Finish this daughter's bridal week; then we will give you the younger one also, in return for another seven years of work.’.. And he worked for Laban another seven years… 31 When the LORD saw that Leah was not loved, he opened her womb, but Rachel was barren. 32 Leah became pregnant and gave birth to a son. She named him Reuben, for she said, ‘It is because the LORD has seen my misery. Surely my husband will love me now.’"                                                                                  Gen. 29:14-16;18-20;22-27;31,32(NIV)
“And Jacob noticed that Laban's attitude toward him was not what it had been… 4 So Jacob sent word to Rachel and Leah to come out to the fields where his flocks were. 5 He said to them, ‘I see that your father's attitude toward me is not what it was before, but the God of my father has been with me. 6 You know that I've worked for your father with all my strength, 7 yet your father has cheated me by changing my wages ten times…”                                                                      Gen. 31:2,4-7(NIV)

 “’I have been with you for twenty years now. Your sheep and goats have not miscarried, nor have I eaten rams from your flocks. 39 I did not bring you animals torn by wild beasts; I bore the loss myself. And you demanded payment from me for whatever was stolen by day or night. 40 This was my situation: The heat consumed me in the daytime and the cold at night, and sleep fled from my eyes. 41 It was like this for the twenty years I was in your household. I worked for you fourteen years for your two daughters and six years for your flocks, and you changed my wages ten times. 42 If the God of my father, the God of Abraham and the Fear of Isaac, had not been with me, you would surely have sent me away empty-handed.’”

                                                                                                                         Gen. 29:38-42(NIV)  
Deeply _________________ the principle of ______________ and ______________________.

“Don't be misled. Remember that you can't ignore God and get away with it. You will always reap what you sow!”                                                                                                                    Gal. 6:7(NLT)

“For they have sown the wind, and they shall reap the whirlwind.”                                 Hosea 8:7(KJV)
Stay __________________.

“So don't get tired of doing what is good. Don't get discouraged and give up, for we will reap a harvest of blessing at the appropriate time.”                                                                                   Gal. 6:9(NLT)

Take advantage of every opportunity to do __________________!
“Whenever we have the opportunity, we should do good to everyone…”                             Gal. 6:10(NLT)
“'Plant the good seeds of righteousness, and you will harvest a crop of my love.’” 

                                                                                                                Hosea 10:12(NLT)   

