Discussion Questions – Wasting Away (10/07/07)
Group Leader: Today the group will be reading a lot of scripture. We suggest you break up the reading, and read the scriptures aloud in the group. Maybe assign 5 or 6 verses to each person and give each person a chance to read aloud. But be sensitive to the group and give each person the option to pass on reading aloud in case this makes someone uncomfortable. 

Start your group with prayer: Ask the Holy Spirit to give you insight into God’s Word and to guide the conversation in your group.  

1. Read Genesis 26. What patterns of behavior or similar events do we see repeated in Isaac’s life that we also saw in Abraham’s life? Glance back at Genesis 20 and Genesis 21: 22-34 to make the comparison. 
2. Read Genesis 27. What generational patterns do we see repeated through this story? (hints: love of food and pleasure for the body at whatever cost, favoritism, deception).
3. React to the statement: The sins of the father are passed on to the children. How have we seen this in the stories we have read tonight? Have you seen this in your own life or in someone else’s life that you know personally? Don’t feel like you have to share, but if you would like to share briefly, be general and non-specific. 

4. Read Genesis 28:13-22. What stands out to you about this passage? 
5. What where John’s message points this past Sunday? (We need a rock, we need a dream, we need a guide). 

6. According to John’s message what was the significance of Jacob resting his head upon a rock? ( tired of fighting, at his wits end, needed God’s help)

7. What was the significance of the dream Jacob had in light of his relationship with his earthly father and the rejection he must have felt due to the favoritism Isaac showed to Esau? (the ladder, gave Jacob complete access to God, his heavenly Father).
8. How did this experience with God change Jacob’s relationship with God? Glance back at Genesis 27:20. Now compare with Genesis 28:20-21. (Jacob entered into a personal relationship with God, calling God “my God” instead of “your God” in the earlier passage).
9. Has God given you a dream or vision for your life that has changed or deepened your relationship with God? If your answer is he hasn’t or you are not sure he has, let’s lift this up in prayer, asking God to give each one of us a vision or dream for our lives. (Group leader: take time to pray right here for this specific request)
10. John’s last point told us “we need a guide” to help us reach our dreams that God has given us. Who has God placed in your life to guide you in reaching your dreams? How can we as a group help each other to reach the dreams or achieve the vision God has given us?

11. Conclude the group by taking prayer requests and praying for each member of the group in their area of specific need. 

Wasting Away
                                               Genesis 26 - 28
“Now there was a famine in the land-besides the earlier famine of Abraham's time-and Isaac went to Abimelech king of the Philistines in Gerar… 7 When the men of that place asked him about his wife, he said, ‘She is my sister,’ because he was afraid to say, ‘She is my wife.’ He thought, ‘The men of this place might kill me on account of Rebekah, because she is beautiful…’”                                                                                            Gen. 26:1,7(NIV)

“When Isaac was old and his eyes were so weak that he could no longer see, he called for Esau his older son and said to him, ‘My son.’ ‘Here I am,’ he answered. 2 Isaac said, ‘I am now an old man and don't know the day of my death. 3 Now then, get your weapons-your quiver and bow-and go out to the open country to hunt some wild game for me. 4 Prepare me the kind of tasty food I like and bring it to me to eat, so that I may give you my blessing before I die.’ 5 Now Rebekah was listening as Isaac spoke to his son Esau. When Esau left for the open country to hunt game and bring it back, 6 Rebekah said to her son Jacob, ‘Look, I overheard your father say to your brother Esau, 7 'Bring me some game and prepare me some tasty food to eat, so that I may give you my blessing in the presence of the LORD before I die.' 8 Now, my son, listen carefully and do what I tell you: 9 Go out to the flock and bring me two choice young goats, so I can prepare some tasty food for your father, just the way he likes it. 10 Then take it to your father to eat, so that he may give you his blessing before he dies’… 18 He went to his father and said, ‘My father.’ ‘Yes, my son,’ he answered. ‘Who is it?’ 19 Jacob said to his father, ‘I am Esau your firstborn. I have done as you told me. Please sit up and eat some of my game so that you may give me your blessing.’ 20 Isaac asked his son, ‘How did you find it so quickly, my son?’ ‘The LORD your God gave me success,’ he replied.”     

                                                                                                  Gen. 27:1-10; 18-20(NIV)

“Jacob left Beersheba and set out for Haran. 11 When he reached a certain place, he stopped for the night because the sun had set. Taking one of the stones there, he put it under his head with its top reaching to heaven, and the angels of God were ascending and descending on it. 13 There above it stood the LORD…”                                                        Gen. 28:10-13(NIV)

“…because of their fathers' sins they will waste away.”           Lev. 26:39(NIV)
1. We need a __rock______. (Vs. 10-11)

“From the end of the earth I will cry to You, When my heart is overwhelmed; Lead me to the rock…”                                                                                                  Psalm 61:2(NKJV)

“…that rock was Christ.”                                                                           1 Cor. 10:4(NIV)

2. We need a ___dream_____. (Vs. 12)

“Where there is no vision, the people perish…”                                            Pr. 29:18(KJV)
3. We need a ___guide_____. (Vs. 13)

“For as the sky soars high above earth, so the way I work surpasses the way you work, and the way I think is beyond the way you think.”                                        Isa. 55:9(Msg)
