Discussion Questions – Communication (09/30/07)
1. Read Genesis 25:19-34. Which verses stand out to you in this passage?
2. John talked about generational curses or trends that are passed down from generation to generation. What are a few of the generational trends that are evident from this passage of scripture? (Answers: Barrenness, Favoritism, Lack of Communication). 

3. Glance back at Genesis 16:1, what generational trend do we see started here? Look also at Genesis 21:1-5 and 8-14, what generational trend do we see being established here? Now look back out our current text, Gen 25, how do we see the effects of the generational trend playing out in Isaac and Rebekah’s life?
4. Re-Read Genesis 25:21, what is significant about the way Isaac dealt with Rebekah’s difficulty in producing children in contrast to the way Abraham dealt with it? (answer: Isaac prayed and Abraham did not)

5. How old was Isaac when he married Rebekah (verse 20)? How old was Isaac when Jacob and Esau were born (verse 26)? 

6. Contrast this with Abraham, look at Genesis 12, how old was Abraham when God spoke his covenant over Abraham (verse 4)? Turn to Genesis 21, how old was Abraham when Isaac was born (verse 5)? 

7. In your opinion is there a significant difference in the time that Abraham had to wait for his son verses the time that Isaac had to wait? Think of a time you had to wait for something that you wanted very much, do you think that an extra five year wait for that thing would have been significant to you?

8. John talked about the importance of good communication. What did the O-U-R stand for in John’s message? (Answer: Obligation to communicate the obvious, Understand what you are trying to communicate, Response-wait for the response to what is being communicated). 
9. Can you think of a time where you either put OUR into practice or where you saw OUR breakdown in your own experience with communication? Without giving specifics, please share briefly. 

10. Are there any of these three steps (OUR) that you find particularly difficult in your own life as you communicate with others? Which one(s)?

11. What are the steps to dealing with generational curses or trends in our own lives? (Answer: I.D. them. Identify them. Deal with them one small step at a time.) Have you identified any generational trends in your own life? Don’t feel obligated to share them, but if you have and would like to pray about how to deal with them let’s take this time now to pray over the generational trends God is revealing to us and ask God to help us to take the steps we need to, to break them.

 (Group Leader: be sensitive to how the group is feeling. Maybe breaking up into smaller units, women-women and men-men to pray specifically about these issues would be good. Gauge the group. Maybe even give the members time to quietly reflect and write down generational trends that the Holy Spirit reveals during the quiet reflection, then after the group is done writing, elect one person to close the group in a word of prayer.) 

What Genesis Tells Us About RELATIONSHIPS

“This is the account of Abraham's son Isaac. Abraham became the father of Isaac, 20 and Isaac was forty years old when he married Rebekah daughter of Bethuel the Aramean from Paddan Aram and sister of Laban the Aramean. 21 Isaac prayed to the LORD on behalf of his wife, because she was barren. The LORD answered his prayer, and his wife Rebekah became pregnant. 22 The babies jostled each other within her, and she said, ‘Why is this happening to me?’ So she went to inquire of the LORD . 
23 The LORD said to her, ‘Two nations are in your womb, and two peoples from within you will be separated; one people will be stronger than the other, and the older will serve the younger.’ 24 When the time came for her to give birth, there were twin boys in her womb. 25 The first to come out was red, and his whole body was like a hairy garment; so they named him Esau. 26 After this, his brother came out, with his hand grasping Esau's heel; so he was named Jacob. Isaac was sixty years old when Rebekah gave birth to them. 27 The boys grew up, and Esau became a skillful hunter, a man of the open country, while Jacob was a quiet man, staying among the tents. 28 Isaac, who had a taste for wild game, loved Esau, but Rebekah loved Jacob. 29 Once when Jacob was cooking some stew, Esau came in from the open country, famished. 30 He said to Jacob, ‘Quick, let me have some of that red stew! I'm famished!’                (That is why he was also called Edom.) 31 Jacob replied, ‘First sell me your birthright.’ 32 ‘Look, I am about to die,’ Esau said. ‘What good is the birthright to me?’ 33 But Jacob said, ‘Swear to me first.’ So he swore an oath to him, selling his birthright to Jacob. 34 Then Jacob gave Esau some bread and some lentil stew. He ate and drank, and then got up and left. So Esau despised his birthright.”

· Communication is very important.

“Each one had a harp, and they held gold bowls filled with incense – the prayers of God's people!”                                                                                                    Rev. 5:8(NLT)

· Playing favorites isn’t playing fair.

“For God so loved the world…”                                                                   John 3:16(NIV)

“Make every effort to live in peace with all men and to be holy; without holiness no one will see the Lord. 15See to it that no one misses the grace of God and that no bitter root grows up to cause trouble and defile many. 16See that no one is sexually immoral, or is godless like Esau, who for a single meal sold his inheritance rights as the oldest son.”  Heb. 12:14-16(NIV)


 

