Discussion Questions – Purpose (09/16/07)
1. Read Genesis 22:15-18, what was God’s purpose for Abraham according to these verses?  Do you personally believe that you, like Abraham, are blessed to be a blessing?

2. John talked about how the purpose of Grace Community Church was revealed by looking back over Grace’s history and asking four questions. 
a. What were the four questions? 
b. How can you apply those four questions in your own life? (Group leader: you may want to give your group member time right now to ask themselves the four questions and to write down what God is revealing to them. Maybe break up into pairs and share if members of the group feel comfortable with this). 
c. Which one of the four questions is easiest for you (personally) to answer?  Which one is the hardest?  Why?

3. What is Grace’s purpose or mission? (Hint: look at the bulletin). 

4. What are four ways Grace attendees can join in Grace’s mission? (attend Sunday services, join a community group, participate in a fun event, join a service team).
5. John issued a challenge to each person at Grace.  What was the challenge? (Answer: that each person considers joining a service/mission team in the next six months). What is your reaction to this challenge? How can we as a group potentially answer this challenge together? 

6. Read Matthew 25:34-40. How do we meet with Jesus as we serve others with other in the name of Jesus Christ, according to these verses? 

7. Pray and ask God to show you where He wants to use you in your community to serve others for Christ. 

 Purpose
What Genesis Tells Us about God
“The angel of the LORD called to Abraham from heaven a second time and said, ‘I swear by myself, declares the LORD , that because you have done this and have not withheld your son, your only son, I will surely bless you and make your descendants as numerous as the stars in the sky and as the sand on the seashore. Your descendants will take possession of the cities of their enemies, and through your offspring all nations on earth will be blessed, because you have obeyed me.’"             



Gen. 22:15-18(NIV)

                  Helping people to connect with God and each other

What stands out to me in the Bible?

Am I willing to wait?

What are the needs?

What has worked best?

“…'Come, you who are blessed by my Father; take your inheritance, the kingdom prepared for you since the creation of the world. For I was hungry and you gave me something to eat, I was thirsty and you gave me something to drink, I was a stranger and you invited me in, I needed clothes and you clothed me, I was sick and you looked after me, I was in prison and you came to visit me… I tell you the truth, whatever you did for one of the least of these brothers of mine, you did for me.'”                                                       Matt. 25:34-40(NIV)

